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MVP: Gibson Dunn's James Fogelman 

Law360, New York (December 21, 2017, 2:09 PM EST) – Gibson, Dunn 

& Crutcher LLP's James Fogelman has successfully litigated cases 

involving gaming, sports and fantasy sports, including prevailing in 

battles over jurisdiction and arbitration in a high-profile dispute 

between an NBA agent and his former agency, landing him 

among Law360's 2017 Sports MVPs. 

HIS BIGGEST ACCOMPLISHMENT IN THE PAST YEAR: 

Fogelman scored a victory for agency Independent Sports & 

Entertainment in a high-profile dispute with basketball agent Daniel 

Fegan, a case he said was his greatest accomplishment in sports law 

this year. He helped expand the law governing state and federal court 

jurisdiction over disputes between sports agents and agencies. 

 

In June, Fegan sued ISE's CEO, Hank Ratner, alleging agency officials 

forced him out, stole his clients and destroyed his reputation. ISE filed 

a motion to compel arbitration of the dispute. 

 

Two months later, a California judge ruled an arbitrator should decide 

claims that Ratner poached several of Fegan's NBA clients, and stayed 

further proceedings. 

 

This decision confirmed the applicability of arbitration clauses not just 

to nonsignatories, but also to nonemployee agents and former employees. 

 

"I thought that was a fascinating decision," Fogelman told Law360. "I was glad to be part of it." 

 

BIGGEST CHALLENGE OF THE YEAR: 

ISE originally sought and obtained emergency injunctive relief in state court to prevent Fegan from 

breaching a noncompete clause. After ISE had secured a temporary restraining order from the state 

court, Fegan removed the action to federal court and moved to dismiss the case, arguing the federal 

labor law that applied to the NBA's collective bargaining agreement preempted the state court 
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injunction and prevented the federal court from granting relief. 

 

Obtaining a restraining order against Fegan enforcing a noncompete provision in California — a state 

where those are notoriously difficult to obtain — was Fogelman's largest challenge of the past 12 

months, he said. 

 

It took weeks, multiple hearings and briefs before the court reached its decision. 

 

"It was a hard-fought battle and very challenging," he said. "And we were able to get it." 

 

HIS PROUDEST MOMENT AS AN ATTORNEY: 

Fogelman, who received his degree from the UCLA School of Law, said he is honored each time a client 

entrusts him with a case. 

 

"Whenever someone comes to me and says, 'Of all the lawyers out there that we could have for this 

important issue ... we want you to do it.' That is the moment for me. That is the victory," he said. "I've 

been fortunate to have that a lot." 

 

HIS MOTIVATION: 

"I love competition," said Fogelman, whose home base is in Los Angeles. "I think that's what drives me." 

 

WHY HE'S A SPORTS LAWYER: 

"I always joke with people that one of the things I love about being a litigator is other than being a 

professional athlete, it's one of the few professions you can do where you get paid to win," he said. 

 

Fogelman said his job always brings new anticipation and complements his love of sports. He especially 

enjoys watching games live on TV one day, and then litigating in a courtroom over a related issue the 

next week. 

 

"It's certainly no athletic endeavor," he added. "[But] it's competition and there's a winner and there's a 

loser, and it's fun to win." 

 

Fogelman holds season tickets to the NFL's Los Angeles Rams, and is also an avid fan of the MLB's Los 

Angeles Dodgers. 

 

ADVICE FOR ATTORNEYS LOOKING TO EXCEL IN SPORTS LAW: 

At first, he said, you might have to work for a law firm that represents athletes or go in-house for a 

company that is involved in sports, such as New York City's Madison Square Garden. 

 

"You may not be able to find the position directly in a sport you love right away," he said. "But if you're 

patient and you're driven, one day I think you can get there." 

 

— As told to Michele Gorman 



 

 

 

Law360's MVPs are attorneys who have distinguished themselves from their peers over the past year 

through high-stakes litigation, record-breaking deals and complex global matters. A team of Law360 

editors selected the 2017 MVP winners after reviewing more than 1,000 submissions. 
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