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Gibson Dunn Secures Unanimous Sixth
Circuit Decision on Behalf of Churchill
Downs, Home of the Kentucky Derby

Firm News | December 17, 2025

Gibson Dunn has secured a decisive Sixth Circuit victory for Churchill Downs, home of
the Kentucky Derby, with the court holding unanimously that Michigan’s licensing
requirements are federally preempted and cannot be invoked to shut down the TwinSpires
online wagering platform. TwinSpires is represented by Gibson Dunn partners Thomas
Dupree and Christine Demana and associates John Tienken, Abby Walters, and Thomas
Moore.
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