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  Michael Holecek, DJ Manthripragada, and Madeleine McKenna discuss the latest
developments in arbitration agreements and mass arbitration. They discuss recent trends
in mass arbitration filings and defenses, recent mass arbitration court cases, changes in
arbitration provider rules and fee schedules, and approaches to drafting mass arbitration
provisions. 

PANELISTS: Michael Holecek is a litigation partner in the Los Angeles office of Gibson,
Dunn & Crutcher, where his practice focuses on complex commercial litigation, class
actions, and labor and employment law—both in the trial court and on appeal. Michael has
first-chair trial experience and has successfully tried to verdict both jury and bench trials,
he has served as lead arbitration counsel, and he has presented oral argument in
numerous appeals. Michael represents clients in worker classification disputes – including
independent contractor misclassification litigation, misclassification lawsuits involving the
FLSA and state law, lawsuits under California’s Private Attorneys General Act (“PAGA”),
class action employment lawsuits, and lawsuits against staffing agencies and gig economy
platforms. He also has considerable experience with drafting arbitration agreements and
arbitration clauses, mass arbitration, disputes over arbitration fees, and enforcing
arbitration agreements. He has successfully litigated dozens of motions to compel
arbitration and class action waivers in California, New York, Florida, Illinois, and other
states. In 2023, Michael presented to the ABA National Class Actions Conference on
arbitration agreements, class action waivers, and mass arbitration. Michael was
recognized in The Best Lawyers in America® 2022 Ones to Watch in Mass Tort Litigation /
Class Action. Dhananjay (DJ) Manthripragada is a partner in the Los Angeles and
Washington, D.C. offices of Gibson, Dunn & Crutcher. He is Chair of the firm’s
Government Contracts practice group, and also a member of the Litigation, Class Actions,
Labor & Employment, and Aerospace and Related Technologies practice groups. DJ has
a broad complex litigation practice, and has served as lead counsel in precedent setting
litigation before several United States Courts of Appeals, District Courts and state courts in
jurisdictions across the country, the Court of Federal Claims, and the Federal Government
Boards of Contract Appeals. He has first-chair trial experience and has successfully tried
to verdict both jury and bench trials, and has served as lead counsel in arbitration and
other alternative dispute resolution forums. His practice spans a wide range of industries,
and he has represented some of the world’s leading aerospace and defense, finance,
logistics/transportation, high-technology, and pharmaceutical companies in their most
significant matters. DJ is also highly regarded as a trusted advisor to clients regarding
significant compliance/enforcement, contract, dispute resolution, and employment issues.
He was recognized in The Best Lawyers in America® Ones to Watch in Commercial
Litigation in 2021 and 2022. Madeleine McKenna is a litigation associate in Gibson, Dunn
& Crutcher’s Los Angeles office. She practices in the firm’s Insurance, Class Actions,
Labor and Employment, and Appellate and Constitutional Law Practice Groups, with a
focus on complex civil litigation in the trial courts and on appeal. Madeleine has
represented clients in a variety of high-stakes, complex litigation matters in state and
federal courts, with a particular focus on class and representative actions involving
employment and consumer protection claims. She has also litigated a wide variety of
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appellate matters. Prior to joining Gibson Dunn, she clerked for the Honorable Richard C.
Tallman of the U.S. Court of Appeals for the Ninth Circuit. 
MCLE CREDIT INFORMATION: This program has been approved for credit in
accordance with the requirements of the New York State Continuing Legal Education
Board for a maximum of 1.0 credit hour, of which 1.0 credit hour may be applied toward
the areas of professional practice requirement. This course is approved for transitional/non-
transitional credit. Gibson, Dunn & Crutcher LLP certifies that this activity has been
approved for MCLE credit by the State Bar of California in the amount of 1.0 hour. Gibson,
Dunn & Crutcher LLP is authorized by the Solicitors Regulation Authority to provide in-
house CPD training. This program is approved for CPD credit in the amount of 1.0 hour.
Regulated by the Solicitors Regulation Authority (Number 324652). Neither the
Connecticut Judicial Branch nor the Commission on Minimum Continuing Legal Education
approve or accredit CLE providers or activities. It is the opinion of this provider that this
activity qualifies for up to 1 hour toward your annual CLE requirement in Connecticut,
including 0 hour(s) of ethics/professionalism. Application for approval is pending with the
Colorado, Illinois, Texas, Virginia, and Washington State Bars. © 2024 Gibson, Dunn &
Crutcher LLP.  All rights reserved.  For contact and other information, please visit us at
www.gibsondunn.com. Attorney Advertising: These materials were prepared for general
informational purposes only based on information available at the time of publication and
are not intended as, do not constitute, and should not be relied upon as, legal advice or a
legal opinion on any specific facts or circumstances. Gibson Dunn (and its affiliates,
attorneys, and employees) shall not have any liability in connection with any use of these
materials.  The sharing of these materials does not establish an attorney-client relationship
with the recipient and should not be relied upon as an alternative for advice from qualified
counsel.  Please note that facts and circumstances may vary, and prior results do not
guarantee a similar outcome.
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