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  This year has reflected a dichotomy in SEC Enforcement. On one hand, the Enforcement
Division has continued to pursue an aggressive agenda pressing expansive legal theories,
increasing sanctions and broad rulemaking. At the same time, certain Commissioners
have publicly dissented from the some of the Division’s more aggressive positions, and
the SEC has suffered a number of notable defeats in the courts, all of which have
potentially broad implications for the Enforcement program. Added to all of that is the
potential for a shift enforcement focus with the upcoming change in administration,
regardless of the outcome of the Presidential election. Gibson Dunn attorneys, including
two former SEC regional directors, will cover the latest hot topics in SEC Enforcement,
including:

Implications of recent court decisions

Latest trends in SEC Enforcement

Strategies for mitigating risk of investigations and enforcement actions

Looking ahead to 2025 and beyond

PANELISTS: Mark K. Schonfeld is a litigation partner in the New York office of Gibson,
Dunn & Crutcher and co-chair of Gibson Dunn’s Securities Enforcement Practice Group.
He is also a member of the firm’s Crisis Management, Accounting Firm Advisory and
Defense and White Collar Defense and Investigations Practice Groups. Mark's practice
focuses on the representation of financial institutions, public companies, hedge funds,
accounting firms and private equity firms in investigations conducted by the Securities and
Exchange Commission (SEC), Department of Justice (DOJ), States Attorneys General,
Financial Industry Regulatory Authority (FINRA) and other regulatory organizations. Mark
also conducts internal investigations and counsels clients on compliance and corporate
governance matters. Prior to joining Gibson Dunn, Mark concluded a 12-year career with
the SEC, the last four years as the Director of the New York Regional Office, the largest of
the SEC’s regional offices. Mark oversaw professional staff of nearly 400 enforcement
attorneys, accountants, investigators and compliance examiners engaged in the
investigation and prosecution of enforcement actions and the performance of compliance
inspections of more than 4,000 SEC registered financial institutions in the region. Mark led
the New York Office through one of the most vibrant and rapidly evolving periods in the
history of the SEC and securities law enforcement and brought many of SEC’s major
landmark cases dealing with complex accounting fraud, mutual fund trading, hedge fund
abuses, foreign bribery, insider trading and market manipulation. He is admitted to practice
law in the State of New York. David Woodcock is a partner in the Dallas and Washington
offices of Gibson, Dunn & Crutcher. He is a co-chair of the firm’s Securities Enforcement
Practice Group, and a member of the firm’s Securities Regulation and Corporate
Governance, Accounting Firm Advisory and Defense; White Collar Defense and
Investigations; Energy, Regulation and Litigation; Securities Litigation; and Oil and Gas
Practice Groups. His practice focuses on internal investigations and SEC defense, with a
particular emphasis on accounting and financial reporting, corporate compliance, and
audit/special committee investigations. Mr. Woodcock regularly advises clients on
corporate securities and governance, the role of the board, shareholder activism, and ESG-
related issues, including the energy transition, climate disclosures, enterprise risk
management practices, cybersecurity, and related U.S./European regulations. He also
counsels investment advisors and private equity funds in the context of SEC examinations
and investigations, ESG matters, and portfolio due diligence and compliance. David is
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admitted to practice law in the District of Columbia and the State of Texas. Tina Samanta
is a partner in the New York office of Gibson, Dunn & Crutcher. She is a member of the
firm’s Litigation, Securities Enforcement, White Collar Defense and Investigations, and
Securities Litigation Practice Groups. Tina’s practice focuses on representing financial
institutions, corporations, and individuals in sensitive and high-stakes securities-related
investigations and litigation. She has represented clients in investigations conducted by
the Securities and Exchange Commission, the Department of Justice, the Financial
Industry Regulatory Authority, the New York Attorney General’s Office, and numerous
other regulatory authorities. She has also represented a diverse range of clients in all
phases of litigation, including trial, before federal and state courts across the country. Tina
is admitted to practice in the State of New York, as well as in the United States District
Courts for the Southern and Eastern Districts of New York. She is a Co-Chair of the New
York Office Women’s Committee. 
MCLE CREDIT INFORMATION: This program has been approved for credit in
accordance with the requirements of the New York State Continuing Legal Education
Board for a maximum of 1.0 credit hour, of which 1.0 credit hour may be applied toward
the areas of professional practice requirement. This course is approved for transitional/non-
transitional credit. Gibson, Dunn & Crutcher LLP certifies that this activity has been
approved for MCLE credit by the State Bar of California in the amount of 1 hour. Gibson,
Dunn & Crutcher LLP is authorized by the Solicitors Regulation Authority to provide in-
house CPD training. This program is approved for CPD credit in the amount of 1.0 hour.
Regulated by the Solicitors Regulation Authority (Number 324652). Neither the
Connecticut Judicial Branch nor the Commission on Minimum Continuing Legal Education
approve or accredit CLE providers or activities. It is the opinion of this provider that this
activity qualifies for up to 1 hour toward your annual CLE requirement in Connecticut,
including 0 hour(s) of ethics/professionalism. Application for approval is pending with the
Colorado, Illinois, Texas, Virginia, and Washington State Bars. © 2024 Gibson, Dunn &
Crutcher LLP.  All rights reserved.  For contact and other information, please visit us at
www.gibsondunn.com. Attorney Advertising: These materials were prepared for general
informational purposes only based on information available at the time of publication and
are not intended as, do not constitute, and should not be relied upon as, legal advice or a
legal opinion on any specific facts or circumstances. Gibson Dunn (and its affiliates,
attorneys, and employees) shall not have any liability in connection with any use of these
materials.  The sharing of these materials does not establish an attorney-client relationship
with the recipient and should not be relied upon as an alternative for advice from qualified
counsel.  Please note that facts and circumstances may vary, and prior results do not
guarantee a similar outcome.

Related Capabilities
Securities Enforcement

White Collar Defense and Investigations

Powered by TCPDF (www.tcpdf.org)

© 2025 Gibson, Dunn & Crutcher LLP. All rights reserved. For contact and other information, please visit us at <a
href="https://www.gibsondunn.com">www.gibsondunn.com</a>. | www.gibsondunn.com

https://www.gibsondunn.com
https://www.gibsondunn.com/practice/securities-enforcement/
https://www.gibsondunn.com/practice/white-collar-defense-and-investigations/
http://www.tcpdf.org
https://www.gibsondunn.com

