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Hillary H. Holmes, corpo-
rate partner, Gibson, Dunn & 
Crutcher LLP

Category: Outstanding Business 
Leader in Law

Education: Bachelor’s, Duke 
University; J.D., University of 
Pennsylvania

Years in the industry: 15

Boards and affiliations: Hous-
ton Volunteer Lawyers, board 
of directors; Harrison’s Heroes, 
board of directors; Junior League 
of Houston, member; Kinds 
In Need of Defense, volunteer 
lawyer; Texas C-Bar, volunteer 
lawyer; HVL, volunteer lawyer; 
Houston Bar Association

What’s the biggest challenge 
you’ve faced in your career? 
Opening some doors that are 
just not open to women in my 
industry. I found they are often 
unlocked — but you have to have 
the courage to turn the knob and 
walk in with confidence. I also 
found it is sometimes best to cre-
ate my own doors.

What is something profes-
sional women need to know that 
isn’t taught at school or in train-
ing? It is nice to be important, 
but it is more important to be 
nice. If people like you and know 
you are dedicated to high quality 
work, they will hire you and sup-
port you at the right time.

What’s a mistake you’ve made 
and what did you learn from it? 
I assumed I would be rewarded 
if I worked hard and deserved 

it. But I learned things do not 
always work that way. You have 
to ask for what you want and 
deserve. You should be able to 
provide quantitative justification 
for your request - but you have to 
make the request.

How has mentorship been 
an influence on your career? I 
would not have achieved the suc-
cess I have had without a great 
mentor and sponsor. Find the 
person you want to be your men-
tor and ask them to be it. Work 
hard for them and prove you are 
worth their time. And once you 
have reached a certain level, pay 
it back and start mentoring oth-
ers with potential.

What would be your fantasy 
career if you weren’t doing what 
you’re doing now? I would be 
a construction worker. I would 
be part of building something 
tangible and positive. I love a 
good challenge that requires hard 
work and produces a construc-
tive result.

This interview was edited for 
length and clarity.
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