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April 10, 2020 

To Our Clients and Colleagues:  
 
Gibson Dunn’s lawyers regularly counsel clients on issues raised by the COVID-19 pandemic, 
and we are working with many of our clients on their response to COVID-19. The following is 
a round-up of today’s client alerts on this topic prepared by the Gibson Dunn team. Our 
lawyers are available to assist with any questions you may have regarding developments 
related to the outbreak. As always, for additional information, please feel free to contact the 
Gibson Dunn lawyer with whom you usually work, or any member of the firm's 
Coronavirus (COVID-19) Response Team. 

 

 
New York Empire State Development Corporation Further Updates 
Guidance on Businesses Deemed Essential Under Governor Andrew 
Cuomo’s “New York State on PAUSE” Executive Order  

On April 9, 2020, the New York State Development Corporation (“ESD”) further updated its 
guidance for determining whether businesses are “essential” and therefore exempt from the 
in-person workforce restrictions established in Governor Cuomo’s March 20, 2020 “New 
York State on PAUSE” Executive Order (EO 202.8). That March 20 order required all non-
essential businesses keep 100 percent of their workforce at home. These updates, which we 
review in this alert, demonstrate that ESD is continuing to evolve the breadth and depth of its 
guidance on what constitutes an essential business. It is therefore critical that businesses 
continue to stay apprised of the latest developments.   
Read more 
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