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To Our Clients and Friends:  

Personal Data Watch 

Europe 

06/28/2021 – European Commission | Adequacy decision | Transfers to the UK 

The Commission adopted two adequacy decisions allowing personal data to flow freely from 
European Union to the United Kingdom.  

The adequacy findings include a ‘sunset clause’ which entails that the decisions will automatically expire 
four years after their entry into force. They might be renewed only if the UK continues to ensure an 
adequate level of data protection. 

For further information: Commission Website 

 

06/23/2021 – European Commission | Proposal | Creation of a Cybersecurity Unit 

The European Commission proposed the creation a Joint Cyber Unit to tackle the rising number 
of serious cyber incidents impacting public services, as well as the life of businesses and citizens 
across the EU. 

For further information: Commission Website 

 

06/22/2021 – European Commission | Investigation | Antitrust Investigation 

The European Commission opened a formal antitrust investigation to assess whether Google has 
violated EU competition rules by favoring its own online display advertising technology services 
in the so called “ad tech” supply chain. 

For further information: Commission Website 

 

https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/ip_21_3183
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/IP_21_3088
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/ip_21_3143
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06/22/2021 – Court of Justice | Judgment | Latvian Law on Road Safety 

The Court of Justice of the EU held that the GDPR precludes Latvian legislation which obliges to 
make the data relating to traffic offences accessible to the public. 

The Court notes that it has not been established that such system is necessary with regard to the objective 
of improving road safety. 

For further information: CJEU Press Release | CJEU Judgment 

 

06/21/2021 – European Parliament | Research Paper | Online Advertising 

The European Parliament Think Tank published a paper studying the impact of targeted 
advertising on advertisers, market access and consumer choice. 

The paper identifies, inter alia, potential areas where Digital Services Act and Digital Markets Act 
proposals could be improved, or new initiatives taken. 

For further information: Research Paper 

 

06/21/2021 – European Parliament | Research Paper | Artificial Intelligence Diplomacy 

The European Parliament Think Tank published a study relating to Artificial Intelligence 
governance as a new EU external policy tool. 

For further information: Research Paper 

 

06/18/2021 – European Data Protection Board | Recommendations | Measures that Supplement Transfer 
Tools 

The European Data Protection Board issued the final version of its Recommendations 01/2020 on 
measures that supplement transfer tools to ensure compliance with the EU level of personal data 
protection, adopted after public consultation. 

The final version of the recommendations places an emphasis on the practices of "a third country's public 
authorities" and advises entities to check “local laws and practices affecting compliance" with the 
European Commission's new standard contractual clauses. 

For further information: EDPB Recommendations 

https://curia.europa.eu/jcms/upload/docs/application/pdf/2021-06/cp210109en.pdf
https://curia.europa.eu/juris/document/document.jsf?text=&docid=243244&pageIndex=0&doclang=en&mode=req&dir=&occ=first&part=1&cid=21562480
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/STUD/2021/662913/IPOL_STU(2021)662913_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/STUD/2021/662926/IPOL_STU(2021)662926_EN.pdf
https://edpb.europa.eu/our-work-tools/our-documents/recommendations/recommendations-012020-measures-supplement-transfer_en
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06/18/2021 – European Data Protection Board and European Data Protection Supervisor | Joint Opinion 
| Artificial Intelligence Act 

The European Data Protection Board and the European Data Protection Supervisor adopted a 
Joint Opinion 5/2021 on the proposal for an Artificial Intelligence Act. 

In particular, the Opinion stresses out the need to explicitly clarify that existing EU data protection 
legislation applies to any processing of personal data falling under the scope of the draft AI Regulation. 

For further information: EDPB Website 

 

06/17/2021 – Court of Justice | Judgment | Intellectual Property Rights and Data Protection 

The Court of Justice of the EU ruled that the systematic registration of IP addresses of users and 
the communication of their names and postal addresses to the holder of intellectual property rights 
or to a third party in order to enable an action for damages to be brought is permissible under 
certain conditions. 

For further information: CJEU Press Release | CJEU Judgment 

 

06/15/2021 – Court of Justice | Judgment | Supervisory Authorities Competence 

The Court of Justice of the EU specified the conditions for the exercise of the national supervisory 
authorities’ powers with respect to the cross-border processing of data. 

The Court rules that, under certain conditions, a national supervisory authority may exercise its power 
to bring any alleged infringement of the GDPR before a court of a Member State, even though that 
authority is not the lead supervisory authority with regard to that processing. 

For further information: CJEU Press Release | CJEU Judgment 

 

06/10/2021 – European Data Protection Supervisor | Digest | Data Transfers 

The European Data Protection Supervisor issued a case-law digest on transfers of personal data 
to third countries. 

For further information: EDPS Website 

https://edpb.europa.eu/news/news/2021/edpb-edps-call-ban-use-ai-automated-recognition-human-features-publicly-accessible_en
https://curia.europa.eu/jcms/upload/docs/application/pdf/2021-06/cp210105en.pdf
https://curia.europa.eu/juris/document/document.jsf?text=&docid=243102&pageIndex=0&doclang=en&mode=req&dir=&occ=first&part=1&cid=21556571
https://curia.europa.eu/jcms/upload/docs/application/pdf/2021-06/cp210103en.pdf
https://curia.europa.eu/juris/document/document.jsf;jsessionid=F1F261469DD0D27B1AA2D205BA6A94EE?text=&docid=242821&pageIndex=0&doclang=EN&mode=req&dir=&occ=first&part=1&cid=779073
https://edps.europa.eu/data-protection/our-work/publications/court-cases/case-law-digest-2021-transfers-personal-data_en
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06/03/2021 – European Commission | Proposal | European Digital Identity 

The European Commission proposed a framework for a European Digital Identity which will offer 
citizens and businesses digital wallets enabling to access services online without having to use 
private identification methods or unnecessarily sharing personal data. 

For further information: Commission Website 

 

06/02/2021 – European Data Protection Board | Annual Report 

The European Data Protection Board published its Annual Report for the year 2020, which 
provides a detailed overview of the work it carried out during the year. 

For further information: EDPB Website 

 

Denmark 

06/01/2021 – Danish Supervisory Authority | Public Consultation | Marketing 

The Danish Supervisory Authority opened a public consultation in light of its forthcoming 
guidance on marketing. 

Comments can be sent until 15 August 2021. 

For further information: Datatilsynet Website 

 

France 

06/30/2021 – French Supervisory Authority | Software | Privacy Impact Assessment 

The French Supervisory Authority published a new version of the Privacy Impact Assessment 
software, which allows for enhanced customization. 

For further information: CNIL Website 

 

https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/ip_21_2663
https://edpb.europa.eu/news/news/2021/edpb-annual-report-2020-ensuring-data-protection-rights-changing-world_fr
https://www.datatilsynet.dk/presse-og-nyheder/nyhedsarkiv/2021/jun/hoering-over-markedsfoering-
https://www.cnil.fr/fr/analyse-dimpact-la-cnil-publie-la-version-3-0-de-son-logiciel-pia
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06/29/2021 – French Supervisory Authority | Statement | Cookies 

The French Supervisory Authority issued a statement urging organizations to allow Internet users 
to refuse cookies as easily as to accept them.   

The Authority states that it will continue to issue formal notices and to launch sanctioning procedures 
over the coming months. 

For further information: CNIL Website 

 

06/25/2021 – French Supervisory Authority | Recommendation | Exercise of Rights 

The French Supervisory Authority published a Recommendation concerning the exercise of rights 
through a person or organization mandated for this purpose.  

For further information: CNIL Website 

 

06/23/2021 – French Supervisory Authority | Guidance | Data Transfers 

The French Supervisory Authority issued a series of articles on data transfers. 

The Authority published two Q&As on the content and the consequences of the Schrems II ruling, as 
well as a methodology to help controllers identify and process data transfers outside of the EU. 

For further information: CNIL Website | CNIL Website | CNIL Website 

 

06/15/2021 – French Criminal Court | Ruling | Employee Monitoring 

A French criminal court sentenced a furniture company €1 million for keeping data collected 
illegally through employee surveillance, in particular criminal records. 

Eight fomer executives, including the former CEO, are sentenced to prison terms ranging from three 
months to two years. 

For further information: Legal News Report 

 

06/15/2021 – French Supervisory Authority | Guidance | Standard Contractual Clauses 

https://www.cnil.fr/fr/refuser-les-cookies-doit-etre-aussi-simple-quaccepter-mise-en-conformite-de-tous-les-organismes
https://www.cnil.fr/en/node/121352
https://www.cnil.fr/fr/presentation-de-larret-de-la-cjue
https://www.cnil.fr/fr/invalidation-du-privacy-shield-les-consequences-pour-les-organismes-souhaitant-transferer-des
https://www.cnil.fr/fr/responsables-de-traitement-comment-identifier-et-traiter-des-transferts-de-donnees-hors-ue
https://www.dalloz-actualite.fr/flash/delibere-ikea-societe-institutionnalise-une-politique-generalisee


 

 

 

6 

The French Supervisory Authority issued guidance on the new EU Standard Contractual Clauses 
in order to help controllers and processors with their implementation. 

For further information: CNIL Website 

 

06/14/2021 – French Supervisory Authority | Sanction | Marketing 

The French Supervisory Authority (CNIL) fined a company of €500,000 for several infringements 
relating to its marketing practices. 

In particular, the company failed to comply with the GDPR’s data retention periods, data subjects rights 
and security obligations, as well as with the ePrivacy requirements to collect consent for direct marketing 
messages and advertising cookies. 

The CNIL notes that it acted as the lead supervisory authority for the breaches of the GDPR, and 
independently for the infringements related to the ePrivacy Directive. 

For further information: CNIL Website 

 

06/11/2021 – French Supervisory Authority | Code of Conduct | Cloud Infrastructure Service Providers  

The French Supervisory Authority approved the first European Code of Conduct, which is 
dedicated to Cloud Infrastructure Service Providers (IaaS). 

For further information: CNIL Website. 

 

06/09/2021 – French Supervisory Authority | Recommendations | Data Protection of Minors 

The French Supervisory Authority issued a series of eight recommendations to enhance the 
protection of minors’ online, after public consultation. 

For further information: CNIL Website 

 

06/07/2021 – French Supervisory Authority | Opinion | Covid-19 Pass 

The French Supervisory Authority issued an opinion relating to the implementation of the Covid-
19 pass, which is required to travel out of France or to access to certain public places. 

https://www.cnil.fr/fr/les-clauses-contractuelles-types-cct-de-la-commision-europeenne
https://www.cnil.fr/fr/sanction-de-500-000-euros-lencontre-de-la-societe-brico-prive
https://www.cnil.fr/fr/la-cnil-approuve-le-premier-code-de-conduite-europeen-dedie-aux-fournisseurs-de-services
https://www.cnil.fr/fr/la-cnil-publie-8-recommandations-pour-renforcer-la-protection-des-mineurs-en-ligne


 

 

 

7 

For further information: CNIL Website 

 

06/07/2021 – French Competition Authority | Sanction | Online Advertising 

The French Competition Authority fined Google €220 millions for favoring its own services in the 
online advertising sector. 

Google has committed to change the functioning of its advertising service and bidding platform. 

For further information: Competition Authority Website 

 

Germany 

06/22/2021 – Hessian Supervisory Authority | Guidance | Data Transfers 

The Hessian Supervisory Authority announced that it is taking concrete steps to implement the 
consequences of the “Schrems II” ruling on data transfers. 

The Authority emphasizes that transfers to third countries, such as the United States, are not permitted 
without supplementary measures. As a first step, the Authority will issue respective reminders to 
companies in Hessia, but companies may face increased scrutiny if supplementary measures are not 
adopted. 

For further information: Press Release 

 

06/21/2021 – German Data Protection Conference | Statement | Data Transfers 

The German Data Protection Conference published a statement addressing the necessity to 
implement supplementary tests and measures despite the new EU standard contractual clauses. 

For further information: Press Release 

 

06/21/2021 – German Federal Commissioner for Data Protection and Freedom of Information | 
Statement | European Artificial Intelligence Act 

The German Federal Commissioner for Data Protection and Freedom of Information (BfDI) 
published a statement on the European Artificial Intelligence Regulation proposal. 

https://www.cnil.fr/fr/covid-19-la-cnil-rend-son-avis-sur-les-conditions-de-mise-en-oeuvre-du-passe-sanitaire
https://www.autoritedelaconcurrence.fr/fr/communiques-de-presse/lautorite-de-la-concurrence-sanctionne-google-hauteur-de-220-millions-deuros
https://datenschutz.hessen.de/pressemitteilungen/schritte-der-umsetzung-der-forderungen-des-europ%C3%A4ischen-gerichtshofs-eugh-zur
https://www.datenschutzkonferenz-online.de/media/pm/2021_pm_neue_scc.pdf
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The BfDI outlines the importance of ensuring that AI systems do not violate fundamental rights and 
advocates for a ban on AI which is contrary to basic liberal democratic principles. 

For further information: BfDi Website 

 

Greece 

06/03/2021 – Hellenic Supervisory Authority | Sanction | Employee Monitoring 

The Hellenic Supervisory Authority fined a company €15,000 for implementing an illegal CCTV 
system which was located in the staff kitchen without informing the employees. 

For further information: HDPA Decision 

 

Iceland 

06/29/2021 – Icelandic Supervisory Authority | Sanction | Employee Monitoring  

The Icelandic Supervisory Authority fined a company ISK 5,000,000 (approx. €34,000) for 
monitoring employees in an area used to change clothes without informing them. 

For further information: Persónu Vernd Website 

 

Ireland 

06/23/2021 – Irish Supervisory Authority | FAQ | Data Protection Officer Register 

The Irish Supervisory Authority published an FAQ relating to its registration of Data Protection 
Officers details. 

For further information: DPC Guidance 

 

06/22/2021 – Irish Supervisory Authority | Guidance | Covid-19 

The Irish Supervisory Authority published a guidance on the processing of Covid-19 vaccination 
data in the context of employment. 

For further information: DPC Website 

https://www.bfdi.bund.de/SharedDocs/Pressemitteilungen/DE/2021/12_K%C3%BCnstliche-Intelligenz-Menschen-dienen.html?nn=252136
https://www.dpa.gr/el/enimerwtiko/prakseisArxis/epiboli-prostimoy-se-etairia-gia-paranomi-egkatastasi-kai-leitoyrgia
https://www.personuvernd.is/urlausnir/huppuis-ehf.-sektud-vegna-voktunar-med-eftirlitsmyndavelum-i-starfsmannarymi-1
https://dataprotection.ie/sites/default/files/uploads/2021-06/Data%20Protection%20Register%20FAQs%2026052021.pdf
https://www.dataprotection.ie/en/dpc-guidance/processing-covid-19-vaccination-data-context-employment
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Italy 

06/22/2021 – Italian Supervisory Authority | Sanctions | Direct marketing | Social media post | Employee 
Monitoring 

The Italian Supervisory Authority (Garante) published three sanction decisions dated 13 May 
2021. 

First, the Authority fined an energy provider €3 million for sending direct marketing 
communications without valid consent. 

The data subjects had given their consent to another controller, which then sold their personal data to the 
energy provider. The Garante reminds that the effectiveness of consent cannot be extended to subsequent 
transfers to other controllers. 

Second, the mayor of Messina was fined €50,000 for posting the photographies and personal details 
of disabled minors, disadvantaged people and alleged offenders on social media. 

The Garante finds that their identification was not justified by reasons of public interest and violated the 
right to non-discrimination as well as the dignity of the data subjects. 

Finally, the Authority fined the Bolzano municipality €84,000 for the constant and generalized 
monitoring of its employees’ Internet browser. 

For further information: Garante Website 

 

Luxembourg 

06/07/2021 – Luxembourgish Supervisory Authority | Decisions 

The Luxembourgish Supervisory Authority published 18 decisions, including fines, dated from 
March to April 2021 and concerning various infringements. 

Breaches relate, inter alia, to the data protection officers’ functions, the data minimization principle and 
the data subjects right to information. 

For further information: CNPD Website 

 

Netherlands 

https://www.garanteprivacy.it/home/docweb/-/docweb-display/docweb/9670319
https://cnpd.public.lu/fr/actualites/national/2021/06/premieres-decisions.html
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06/28/2021 – Dutch Supervisory Authority | Sanction | Unsecured Patient Website 

The Dutch Data Protection Authority fined an orthodontic practice €12,000 for allowing new 
patients to register on an unsecured website. 

For further information: AP Website 

 

Norway 

06/22/2021 – Norwegian Supervisory Authority | Sanction | Access to Former Employee Emails 

The Norwegian Supervisory Authority fined a company NOK 150,000 (approx. € 14,700) for 
unlawfully accessing the mailbox of a former employee. 

For further information: Datatilsynet Website 

 

06/03/2021 – Norwegian Supervisory Authority | Injunction | Consent 

The Norwegian Supervisory Authority published a decision dated 12 May 2021 and ordering a 
provider of online courses to modify the way it collects consent. 

According to the company’s privacy policy, data subjects who used the services of the company 
automatically consented to marketing communications and targeted advertising on social media. 

For further information: Datatilsynet Website 

 

Poland 

06/08/2021 – Polish Supervisory Authority | Sanction | Data Breach Notification 

The Polish Supervisory Authority fined a telecommunications operator PLN 100,000 (approx. 
€22,000) for failing to notify a data breach within 24 hours to the Authority. 

For further information: UODO Website 

 

Spain 

06/29/2021 – Spanish Supervisory Authority | Guidance | Risk Management and Impact Assessment 

https://autoriteitpersoonsgegevens.nl/en/news/orthodontic-practice-fined-unsecured-patient-website
https://www.datatilsynet.no/aktuelt/aktuelle-nyheter-2021/gebyr-for-innsyn-i-tidligere-ansatts-e-postkasse-og-manglende-avslutning-av-e-postkassen/
https://www.datatilsynet.no/aktuelt/aktuelle-nyheter-2021/palegg-om-a-utbetre-samtykkeloysingar/
https://uodo.gov.pl/pl/138/2082
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The Spanish Supervisory Authority (AEPD) released a guide on risk management and impact 
assessment for personal data processing.  

The guide includes criteria and interpretations from the AEPD, the European Data Protection Board and 
the European Data Protection Supervisor. 

For further information: AEPD Website 

 

06/17/2021 – Spanish Supervisory Authority | Sanction | Direct Marketing 

The Spanish Supervisory Authority fined an energy provider €12,000 for making marketing calls 
to data subjects registered in the Robinson Do Not Call list. 

For further information: AEPD Decision 

 

06/17/2021 – Spanish Supervisory Authority | Sanction | Data Accuracy 

The Spanish Supervisory Authority fined a company €10,000 for sending an invoice with the 
claimant’s personal data to the wrong recipient. 

For further information: AEPD Decision 

 

06/03/2021 – Spanish Supervisory Authority | Sanction | Employee Monitoring 

The Spanish Supervisory Authority fined a company €19,600 for implementing an unlawful CCTV 
device within its premises. 

For further information: AEPD Decision 

 

United Kingdom 

06/23/2021 – UK Supervisory Authority | Sanction | Nuisance Marketing Calls 

The UK Supervisory Authority fined a company £130,000 (approx. €150,000) for making more 
than 900,000 nuisance marketing calls to numbers registered on Do Not Call lists. 

For further information: ICO Website 

https://www.aepd.es/es/prensa-y-comunicacion/notas-de-prensa/aepd-publica-nueva-guia-gestionar-riesgos-y-evaluciones-impacto
https://www.aepd.es/es/documento/ps-00258-2020.pdf
https://www.aepd.es/es/documento/ps-00301-2020.pdf
https://www.aepd.es/es/documento/ps-00261-2020.pdf
https://ico.org.uk/about-the-ico/news-and-events/news-and-blogs/2021/06/nuisance-calls-land-home-improvements-company-with-a-130-000-fine-from-the-ico/
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06/18/2021 – UK Supervisory Authority | Opinion | Live Facial Recognition 

The UK Supervisory Authority (ICO) published an opinion on the use of live facial recognition 
technology in public places. 

For further information: ICO Website 

 

06/08/2021 – UK Supervisory Authority | Sanction | Nuisance Marketing 

The UK Supervisory Authority issued fines of £170,000 (approx. €200,000), £100,000 (approx. 
€117,000) and £145,000 (approx. €170,000) against three companies for sending direct marketing 
messages and making marketing calls without valid consent. 

For further information: ICO Website 

 

06/03/2021 – UK Supervisory Authority | Sanction | Marketing Emails 

The UK Supervisory Authority fined a political party £10,000 (approx. €8,500) for sending 51 
marketing emails without valid consent. 

For further information: ICO Website 

 

This newsletter has been prepared by the EU Privacy team of Gibson Dunn. For further information, 
you may contact us by email: 

Ahmed Baladi – Partner, Co-Chair, PCDA Practice, Paris (abaladi@gibsondunn.com) 
James A. Cox – Partner, London (jacox@gibsondunn.com) 
Patrick Doris - Partner, London (pdoris@gibsondunn.com) 
Kai Gesing – Partner, Munich (kgesing@gibsondunn.com) 

Penny Madden – Partner, London (pmadden@gibsondunn.com) 
Michael Walther – Partner, Munich (mwalther@gibsondunn.com) 

Alejandro Guerrero – Of counsel, Brussels (aguerrero@gibsondunn.com) 
Vera Lukic – Of counsel, Paris (vlukic@gibsondunn.com) 

Sarah Wazen – Of counsel, London (swazen@gibsondunn.com) 
Léna Bionducci – Associate, Paris (lbionducci@gibsondunn.com) 

Adélaïde Cassanet – Associate, Paris (acassanet@gibsondunn.com) 
Selina Grün – Associate, Munich (sgruen@gibsondunn.com) 

Clémence Pugnet – Associate, Paris (cpugnet@gibsondunn.com) 

https://ico.org.uk/about-the-ico/news-and-events/news-and-blogs/2021/06/information-commissioner-s-opinion-live-facial-recognition-technology/
https://ico.org.uk/about-the-ico/news-and-events/news-and-blogs/2021/06/ico-fines-three-companies-415-000-for-nuisance-marketing/
https://ico.org.uk/about-the-ico/news-and-events/news-and-blogs/2021/06/conservative-party-fined-10-000-for-sending-unlawful-emails/
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mailto:aguerrero@gibsondunn.com
mailto:vlukic@gibsondunn.com
mailto:swazen@gibsondunn.com
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