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MVP: Gibson Dunn's Allyson Ho
By Law360 Staff

Law360 (December 9, 2025, 4:03 PM EST) -- Allyson Ho of Gibson Dunn &
Crutcher LLP convinced the Fifth Circuit to overturn a contempt order
against Texas officials in charge of the state's foster care system that would
have fined them $100,000 a day, earning her a spot as one of the 2025 P
Law360 Appellate MVPs. @ LAW360

Her biggest accomplishment:

When juggling several high-profile cases over the last year, Ho told Law360
"not letting the urgent overtake the important" can be a tough balance to
strike.

"Our clients entrust us with their most important matters, so it's imperative
to stay laser-focused on the big picture and achieving the ultimate success
for them while also quickly putting out the fires that arise," she said.

This technique came into play most recently when Ho was up before the
Fifth Circuit over a contempt order against the Texas Health and Human
Services Commission and its executive commissioner that could have left
the agency with fines of $100,000 per day. The order related to state
investigations into the safety of children in state foster care.

"It was imperative for us to move very quickly to get that order stayed in the
court of appeals, so we had to ... pull together a stay application very
quickly, I think it was within 24 hours, because the order was set to go into
immediate effect," she said. "While at the same time putting together our
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appeal of the order itself and also our request, which we made very Gibson Dunn
seriously, for the judge to be removed from the case."

Her proudest moment:

Ho says she's most proud when she sees younger attorneys get their chance to "shine at the podium"
before the U.S. Supreme Court or another appellate court in service of their firm and clients.

"It's so gratifying to see the next generation of rock stars standing up," she said. "l couldn't be prouder."



Her advice for junior attorneys:
It boils down to being helpful, Ho says.

"Life is hard enough. Don't make it harder for others," she said. "Meeting deadlines, showing up on
time, communicating effectively — all these things help make life easier for your colleagues and clients.

Always be on the lookout for ways to make a client or colleague's life easier, Ho said.

"Not only will that make you a better attorney; it will make your day-to-day practice of law more
fulfilling and rewarding," she said.

Why she chose appellate law:

Appellate law has allowed Ho to combine two of her great loves, "storytelling and crafting compelling
narratives" with the "more practical impact of helping clients solve their biggest problems."

Sometimes that means coming up with a winning legal strategy, and sometimes it means writing a great
brief or crafting an argument that will sway the judges while also telling her client's story and "getting
the law right," Ho said.

--As told to a member of the Law360 staff. Editing by Karin Roberts.
Law360's MVPs are attorneys who have distinguished themselves from their peers over the past year

through high-stakes litigation, record-breaking deals and complex global matters. A team of Law360
editors selected the 2025 MVP winners after reviewing nearly 900 submissions.
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