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MCLE Certificate Information
• Approved for 1.0-hour General PP credit. 
• CLE credit form must be submitted by Tuesday, August 18th. 
• Form Link: https://gibsondunn.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_7V44HAiyjzNqwTQ 
• Most participants should anticipate receiving their certificate of attendance in 

four to eight weeks following the webcast.
• Please direct all questions regarding MCLE to CLE@gibsondunn.com.

https://gibsondunn.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_7V44HAiyjzNqwTQ
mailto:CLE@gibsondunn.com


Next Jump, Inc.  
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Founded in 1994

Two Lines of Business:
Biz 1 – Perks at Work 
Biz 2 – Leadership Training



Navy Engagement and Admiral Burke
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 Reverse bidding process

 First two Navy contracts

 Employment discussions 
with Admiral Burke

 Third contract

 Admiral Burke’s brief tenure 
at Next Jump 



Investigation and Arrests

5

October 2023 – FBI sweeps, warrants for cellphones
Threats and Impact 

November 2023 – Presentation to DOJ
Prosecutors surprisingly disinterested

May 31, 2024 – Arrests
 Immediate aftermath of arrest
Challenges 



Pre-Trial & Grand Jury Subpoenas
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Pre-indictment GJ subpoenas
Government subpoena power versus Next Jump

Post-indictment GJ subpoenas
Government use of post-indictment subpoenas and threats

Severing Trial From Admiral Burke
Burke Found Guilty in May 2025 
First trial against Charlie & Meghan in August 2025
Burke sentenced to 6 years in September 2025
Second trial against Charlie & Meghan in May 2026



First Trial:  Hung Jury & Lessons Learned
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Path to Mistrial – August & September 2025 
 Day 1 – jury selection and opening 
 Days 2-7 – government’s case
 Days 8-11 – defense case
 Day 12 – jury charge and summations
 Days 13-18 – jury deliberations 

Lessons Learned 



Retrial:  Strategy and Preparation
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Challenges for the Accused

Statistics Favor the Government on Retrials

Preparation for the Retrial



Retrial:  Jury Selection
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Challenges during jury selection process

Significance of jury selection

Tailoring jury selection to the case



Retrial:  Government’s Case-in-Chief
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Split the openings for the defense 

Clear strategy on challenging government narrative 

Clear strategy on the defense narrative 

Power of effective cross-examinations



Juliet Beyler testified 
Adm Burke 

“functioned as the 
Navy’s Chief 

Ethics Officer”
Juliet Beyler

Tr., May 11, 2026 165:19-22

FAILED TO MEET BURDEN



Executive Director Juliet Beyler
Juliet Beyler

Juliet Beyler Testified Navy 
Treated Meghan and Charlie 

Unfairly

FAILED TO MEET BURDEN



Tr., April 30, 2026 PM 90:7-91:21

Tweed Ross

NO LINK

Tweed Ross testified that
Adm Burke could not have 

forced through a contract even 
if he wanted to



Commanders Gave 
RAVE Reviews

NO LINK



Rave Reviews

Captain
Cameron R. Chen 

Captain
Kyle Gantt

Captain
James T. Merchant

Rear Admiral
Ben Reynolds

“…memorable and 
transformational”

“…truly making a 
difference."

“I am a different 
leader.”

“...incredible 
couple of days!”



Retrial:  Defense Case
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Importance of client-counsel open communication

 Balancing client priorities and counsel advice 

Playing to win vs. playing to not lose

Maintaining a clear, consistent narrative



RELIED
IN

GOOD FAITH



RELIED IN GOOD FAITH
CHIEF ETHICS OFFICER

“He was like the POPE”



Security

Executive Director Deputy Fleet 
Commander 

Flag Writer Speech Writer

Navy Legal Team

Fleet Master Chief 

Flag Secretary Inspector General

Executive Assistants3 Commander’s Action Group 

Aides

Chief of Staff 

THE ADMIRAL

RELIED IN GOOD FAITH



Tr., May 6, 2026 PM 29:13-23

Agent Sebastian Gardner

The Admiral is 
“a pillar of all things good 

or supposed to be”

RELIED IN GOOD FAITH



“I’ll sit down with you and 
Meghan as situations arise 

and advise you on the 
Navy/DoD rules anytime.”  

- The Admiral [DX 83]

RELIED IN GOOD FAITH



“…the rules on such matters for 
Active Duty were a matter of ethics 

guidelines and policy, 
administrative in nature, 

they are a matter of law for retired 
officers, subject to criminal prosecution.”

- Admiral Burke
DX 83

RELIED IN GOOD FAITH



TOLD 
THEIR 

65 INVESTORS



“…asked us if he could be an 
ambassador/custodian for NxJ”

GX 31

RELIED IN GOOD FAITH



TOLD 
THEIR 

EMPLOYEES



“Then Bob asks, can i be a 
custodian of NxJ…”

DX 51

RELIED IN GOOD FAITH



TOLD THEIR 
OUTSIDE 

ADVISORS



“…asked us if he could be an 
ambassador/custodian for NxJ”

DX 174R

RELIED IN GOOD FAITH



Retrial:  Going On the Offensive
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Attacking government’s rush to judgment

Exposing hidden evidence 

Subpoenaing government witnesses in the Defense case



TOLD 
A SENIOR 

NAVY OFFICIAL



BELGA CAFE



RELIED IN GOOD FAITH

“She’s deputy director under sec. of 
navy.”  [Charlie, GX 55]

GX 53A



Retrial:  Meghan’s Testimony
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Making the decision to testify—role of lawyer and client

Preparing—focusing on key documents & cross-x

Responding to cross-x—staying calm and focused



Gov’t Misread the Email

“negative predictions” = made up 
[GX 139]

MEGHAN’S STATEMENTS



Gov’t Misread the Text

“When I’ve been shoving down my 
anger except 1 outburst saying no 

contract no job. Go screw.”  
[GX 138]

MEGHAN’S STATEMENTS



Retrial:  Character Witnesses
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Selecting meaningful character witnesses 

Importance of connecting with the jury

Furthering factual narratives



Instruction 2.213 – CHARACTER OF DEFENDANT

“evidence of good character 
alone may create a 
reasonable doubt”

Judge’s Jury Instruction Page 10 

MEGHAN’S STATEMENTS



Trial Tr. Aug. 28, 2025 at 68:3 14

Shana Echevarría
Senior Enlisted, 
Chaplain Corp. 

AirForce

Meghan “is what 
integrity looks like”



Trial Tr. May 14, 2026, at 140:19-141:2

General Brian Kelly
Lieutenant General Ret.,  

AirForce

When it comes to 
honesty, “she lived 
that all the time”



Retrial:  The Verdict
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Mental resilience while awaiting the verdict

Managing expectations and counsel’s role

Life after a not-guilty verdict
 



Element 1: 
Agreement to 

Bribe

No Agreement - Meghan 
and Charlie told the 

world. 

Meghan and Charlie DID 
NOT Intentionally Join 

Anything Unlawful

Meghan and Charlie DID 
NOT Understand They Did 

Anything Unlawful

NOT GUILTY OF CONSPIRACY 

Element 2: 
Intentionally Join 
Unlawful Plan to 

Bribe

Element 3: Overt 
Act

✗
✗
✗



Element 1: 
Directly or Indirectly 
give, offer or promise 
something of value to 

a public official

No Link - Meghan and 
Charlie never linked the 
job offer to the contract. 

Meghan and Charlie acted 
in Good Faith when 

Relying on the Admiral 

NOT GUILTY OF BRIBERY

Element 2: Act 
knowingly and 

corruptly with intent 
to influence an 

official act



NOT GUILTY 
OF ILLEGAL 
GRATUITY



Key Takeaways & Advice

44
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