GIBSON DUNN TABLE OF AUTHORITIES OF HOUSE AND SENATE COMMITTEES 115th Congress

Hearing Quorum Compulsory
Commlttee - Subpoena** . Sy IR Rules, Authorlt.y of Depo§|t|on . -
(with rules Authorizing Subpoena Notice .. Staff to Question Authority and Other Deposition Provisions
. . . Procedure Other provisions . e ALl
hyperlinked)* Provisions Witnesses Staff's Ability to
at a Hearing Depose
House Committees
Agriculture May authorize only Two members constitute | Nosupplemental
with approval ofa a quorumfor taking provisionstoH.R.5. See
majority of testimony. Rule 1V(c). FN 1.
members, voting, a
majority being
present, or by the
chairmanin
consultationwith
the Ranking
Minority Member.
Such consultation
shalloccuratleast
48 hoursinadvance
of a subpoenabeing
issued. RuleVll(a).
SeealsoRule
IV(b)(3).
Appropriations Only when Only asauthorized or directed by the | Two members constitute | No supplemental
authorized by House. Sec.I(d). a quorumfor taking provisionsto H.R.5. See
majority of testimony. Sec. 5(c). FN 1.
members voting, a
majority being

1 Pursuantto Section3(b) of House Resolution 5 (115th Cong.), the chair of any standing committee (other thanthe Committee on House Administration or the Committee on Rules), and the chair of the Permanent Select
Committee on Intelligence, may, upon consultation with the ranking minority member, order the taking of depositions, including pursuant to a subpoena, by a member or counsel of such committee. Amember is required to
be presentduring the deposition unless the witness waives the requirement or the Houseis notinsessionanda staffdepositionis authorized by the Committee.


https://www.gpo.gov/fdsys/pkg/CREC-2017-02-02/pdf/CREC-2017-02-02-pt1-PgH933-2.pdf
https://www.gpo.gov/fdsys/pkg/CREC-2017-01-31/pdf/CREC-2017-01-31-pt1-PgH810.pdf

GIBSON DUNN TABLE OF AUTHORITIES OF HOUSE AND SENATE COMMITTEES 115th Congress

Committee
Subpoena**

Authorizing Procedure

Provisions

(with rules
hyperlinked)*

present.Sec.I(c).
The committee may
delegatethis
authority to the
Chairman.Sec./d..

Subpoena Notice

Subpoena Enforcement/
Other provisions

Hearing Quorum
Rules, Authority of
Staff to Question
Witnesses
at a Hearing

Compulsory
Deposition
Authority and
Staff's Ability to

Depose

Other Deposition Provisions

By committee, or
subcommittee with
concurrence of full
committee
Chairman and after
consultationwith
Ranking Member of
the committee...
only when
authorized by
majority of
members voting, a
majority of which
being present.Rule
12(a)(2), 12(b)(1).
Seealso Rule
10(b)(3).

Armed Services

Onlyasauthorized or directed by the
House. Rule12(b)(2).

Two members constitute
a quorumfor taking
testimony. Rule (10)(a).

No supplemental
provisionsto H.R.5. See
FN 1.

Budget By majority of
committee, or by
the Chairman under
rules and limitations
prescribed by the
committee. Rule
15(a).

Two members constitute
a quorumfor taking
testimony.Rule 13.
Chairman and Ranking
Member may designate
staff from majority and
minority to question a

No additional provisions
to H.R.5. See FN 1.



https://www.gpo.gov/fdsys/pkg/CREC-2017-01-13/pdf/CREC-2017-01-13-pt1-PgH537.pdf
https://www.gpo.gov/fdsys/pkg/CREC-2017-01-30/pdf/CREC-2017-01-30-pt1-PgH733-2.pdf
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Committee

(with rules
hyperlinked)*

Authorizing
Provisions

Subpoena**
Procedure

Subpoena Enforcement/

Sl EEE0E S Other provisions

Hearing Quorum
Rules, Authority of
Staff to Question
Witnesses
at a Hearing

witness forup to thirty
minutes.

Compulsory
Deposition
Authority and
Staff's Ability to

Depose

Other Deposition Provisions

Education and the

Workforce

Chairman of full
committee,
pursuantto House
RuleXI CI.
2(m)(3)(A)(i). The
Chairman must
notify the Ranking
Member and, to the
extent practicable,
consultwiththe
Ranking Member 24
hours inadvance,
excluding Saturdays,
Sundays and federal
holidays.Rule9. To
authorizea
subpoena, a
majority of a
subcommittee
constitutes a
quorum.Rule11.

Chairman must
notify the Ranking
Member before
issuance,andto
extent practicable,
shall consult withthe
Ranking Member at
least24 hoursin
advance, excluding
Saturdays, Sundays
and federal holidays.
As soon as possible
afterissuance,
Chairman shall notify
all committee
members in writing.
Rule9.

Two members constitute
a quorumfor taking
testimony.Rule11;
Chairman mayauthorize
staff for majority and
minority to question
withesses ata committee
hearing. Rule 8(c).
Extended Questioning
authorized by Chairman,
following aninvestigative
hearing may only be
conducted by counsel for
majority and minority,
authorizedtodoso
pursuantto Rule 8(c).
Rule 8(d).

When authorized by the
full House, and after
consultationwith the
Ranking Member, a
Chairman mayordera
depositionin
furtheranceofan
investigation, pursuant
to noticeor subpoena.
Rule10(a); Chairman or
majority staff shall
consultwithRanking
Member or minority
staffatleast 3 business
days prior toissuing
such a subpoena, and as
soon as possible, all
Members shall receive
written noticethata
subpoenawill beissued.
Rule10(b);Shall be
conducted by oneor
more members or
Committee counsel
designated by the
Chairman or Ranking
Member.Rule 10(d)(1).

Mustbetaken under oath [Rule
10(d)(2)]; Member must be present*
(unless waived by deponent) [Rule
10(d)(3)1; May be accompanied by
counsel [Rule 10(e)]; Questioning,
unlessotherwiseagreed, is
conducted in60 minute rounds [Rule
10(f)(1)]; Mayrefuse to answer "only
to preservea privilege." [Rule
10(f)(2)]; Chairman rules on
objection after depositionis
adjourned... Deponentrefusing to
answer afterbeing directed todo so
inwriting maybesubject to
sanction, unless ruling is reversed on
appeal.[Rule 10(f)(2)]. Committee
will timely consider objections to
deposition testimony beforeitis
offered as evidence. [Rule 10(f)(2)];
Deposition shall betranscribedand
may bevideo recorded [Rule 10(g)];
Deponentwill have 10 days to
review transcriptandsuggest
changes [Rule 10(i)]; Chairmanand
Ranking Member will consulton
release of transcriptor recording,
and matter will bereferred to
committee. [Rule 10(j)].



https://www.gpo.gov/fdsys/pkg/CPRT-115HPRT24581/pdf/CPRT-115HPRT24581.pdf
https://www.gpo.gov/fdsys/pkg/CPRT-115HPRT24581/pdf/CPRT-115HPRT24581.pdf
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Hearing Quorum Compulsory
Commlttee - Subpoena** . Sy IR Rules, Authorlt.y of Depo§|t|on . -
(with rules Authorizing Subpoena Notice .. Staff to Question Authority and Other Deposition Provisions
. . . Procedure Other provisions . e ALl
hyperlinked)* Provisions Witnesses Staff's Ability to
at a Hearing Depose
Energy and The power to To the extent Two members constitute
Commerce authorizeandissue | practicable, the Chair a quorumfor taking No supplemental
subpoenasis Sha||.C0nSl',I|tV\{Iththe testl.mony. Rule6; provisionsto H.R.5. See
delegated to the ranking minority Chairman, upon FN 1.
Chairof full member atleast72 consultationwith the
Committee, hours inadvanceof a Ranking Member, or the
pursuantto House subpoenabeing Committee by motion,
RuleXlcl. issued undersuch may authorize committee
2(m)(3)(A)(i). Chair | authority.The staff of both sides to
shall notify ranking | chairman shall report guestionwitnessesin
minority member to the members of equal allotments, no
priortoissuingany | the Committeeon longer than thirty minutes
subpoena. Rule16. | theissuanceofa per side. Rule 3(d)(2).

subpoenaassoonas
practicablebutinno
event later thanone
week after issuance
of such subpoena.

Rulel6.
Ethics Unless committee Admissibility of Evidenceand Two members of the Staff may interview
(investigatory otherwise provides, Contempt: Chairman of committeeoran witnesses, examine
hearings) power toissuelies subcommittee or other presiding investigative documents and other
with Chairmanand member atany investigative subcommittee (authorized | evidence, and request
Ranking Member; subcommittee proceeding shallrule | by committee) constitute | statements be under
subpoenashall be upon any question of admissibility or | a quorumfor taking oath and documents be
issued uponrequest pertinencyof evidence, motion, testimony. Rule9(a). certifiedasto
of the investigatory procedure or any other matter, and authenticityand
subcommittee. Rule may directany witness to answer any accuracy. Rule 19(b)(4).
19(b)(5). questionunder penalty of contempt. All proceedings,

Witness, counsel, or member of including the taking of



https://www.gpo.gov/fdsys/pkg/CREC-2017-01-30/pdf/CREC-2017-01-30-pt1-PgH738.pdf
https://www.gpo.gov/fdsys/pkg/CREC-2017-01-30/pdf/CREC-2017-01-30-pt1-PgH738.pdf
https://www.gpo.gov/fdsys/pkg/CREC-2017-03-30/pdf/CREC-2017-03-30-pt1-PgH2587.pdf
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Committee

(with rules
hyperlinked)*

Authorizing
Provisions

Subpoena**
Procedure

Subpoena Notice

Subpoena Enforcement/
Other provisions

subcommittee may appeal any
rulings to members presentatthat
proceeding. Amajority vote of
members presentatsuchproceeding
onsuch appeal shall governthe
questionofadmissibility,and no
appeal shall lie to the committee.
Rule19(c)(2). When a personis
determined by majority voteto bein
contempt of the subcommittee, the
matter may bereferred to the
committee to determine whether to
refer the matter to the House for
consideration. Rule 19(c)(3). Any
relevantevidence shallbe admissible
unlessitis privileged under
precedents of the House. Rule
19(c)(1). Arespondentmustbe
informed of the right to counsel,
providedathis ownexpense. Rule
26(a).

Hearing Quorum
Rules, Authority of
Staff to Question
Witnesses
at a Hearing

Compulsory
Deposition
Authority and
Staff's Ability to

Depose

testimony, shall be
conducted inexecutive
sessionandall
testimony taken by
deposition or things
produced pursuant to
subpoena or otherwise
shallbe deemed to have
been taken or produced
in executivesession.
Rule 19(b)(1).

Ethics
(adjudicatory
hearings)

Subcommittee may
issuesubpoena,and
a subpoenafor
documents may
specifyterms of
return other than at
a meeting of the
subcommittee. Rule

Rule23(j)(2)and(3).Sameasabove.
Seealso Rule26(a). No laterthan two
weeks or five legislative days after an
adjudicatory committeeis created,
whichever is later, the Chairman of
the adjudicatorysubcommittee must
establish a scheduleand procedures
for thehearingand forprehearing
matters. Rule 23(i). The Chairman or
the full subcommittee may change

Majority plus 1 of
adjudicatory
subcommittee (authorized
by the committee) shall
constitutea quorumfor
any business. Rule 9(b)
and 23(b).

Other Deposition Provisions



https://www.gpo.gov/fdsys/pkg/CREC-2017-03-30/pdf/CREC-2017-03-30-pt1-PgH2587.pdf
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Committee

(with rules
hyperlinked)*

Authorizing
Provisions

Subpoena**
Procedure

23(d).Seealso Rule
23(h).

Subpoena Notice

Subpoena Enforcement/
Other provisions

the procedures. Id. Atthe time of any
prehearing rulings by the Chairman,
all subcommittee members mustbe
notified of theruling. Id.

Hearing Quorum
Rules, Authority of
Staff to Question
Witnesses
at a Hearing

Compulsory
Deposition
Authority and
Staff's Ability to

Depose

Other Deposition Provisions

Financial Services

The power to
authorizeandissue
subpoenasis
delegated to the
Chair,who must
provide written
noticeto the
ranking minority
member atleast48
hours inadvance of
the authorizationor
issuance. Rule
3(e)(1). Inthecase
of exigent
circumstances, the
Chairshallprovide
such noticeassoon
as possible. /d.

The Chairwill
provide written
noticetotheranking
minority member at
least48 hoursin
advanceofthe
authorizationand
issuanceofa
subpoena, except
when exigent
circumstances exist
thatdo notpermit
such amount of
notice, in whichcase
the Chairshall
provide such notice
as soonas possible.
Rule3(e)(1).

Two members constitute
a quorumfor taking
testimony. Rule 3(b)(1).

No supplemental
provisionsto H.R.5. See
FN 1.

Foreign Affairs

By Chairman, after
consulting with
Ranking Member.
Also may beissued
by committee or
subcommittee when
authorized by
majority of

Two members constitute
a quorumfor taking
testimony. Rule 3.

No supplemental
provisionstoH.R.5. See
FN 1.



https://www.gpo.gov/fdsys/pkg/CREC-2017-02-14/pdf/CREC-2017-02-14-pt1-PgH1179.pdf
https://www.gpo.gov/fdsys/pkg/CREC-2017-01-27/pdf/CREC-2017-01-27-pt1-PgH692-3.pdf
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Committee
(with rules
hyperlinked)*

Authorizing
Provisions

Subpoena**

Procedure

members voting, a
majority being
present.Rule22.

Subpoena Notice

Subpoena Enforcement/
Other provisions

Hearing Quorum
Rules, Authority of
Staff to Question
Witnesses
at a Hearing

Compulsory
Deposition
Authority and
Staff's Ability to

Depose

Other Deposition Provisions

Homeland Security

Authorization and
issuance of
subpoenasis
delegated to the
Chairman, as
providedunder
HouseRuleXl cl.
2(m)(3)(A)(i). Rule
12(A). Chairman
shall notify the
Ranking Minority
Member prior
toissuingany
subpoenaunder
such authority. To
the extent
practicable, the
Chairman shall
consultwiththe
Ranking Minority
Member atleast24
hours inadvance of
a subpoena being
issued undersuch
authority, excluding
Saturdays, Sundays,
and Federal
holidays.

The Chairman shall
notify full committee
assoonas
practicable, butno
later than 1 week
after thesubpoenais
served.Rule12(A).

Contempt Procedures. The
Chairman may punish breaches of
order and decorum, by censure and
exclusion from a hearing or meeting;
and the Committee maycitethe
offender to the House for contempt.
Rule X.

Preventing Disclosure: Provisions
may beincluded in a subpoena with
concurrence of Chairmanand
Ranking Member of full committee,
or by committee, to prevent
disclosure of full committee's
demands forinformation when
deemed necessary forsecurity of
informationor progressofan
investigation, including but not
limited to prohibiting revelation by
witnesses and their counsel of full
committee's inquiries. Rule 12(B).

Two members constitute
a quorumfor taking
testimony, including at
least one Minority
Member. Rule9;
Chairman, inconsultation
with the Ranking
Member, or the
committee by motion,
may permitcommittee
staffto question a witness
for a specified period of
time, buttime allotted
mustbeequal between
the partiesand the
aggregate may notexceed
onehour.Rule8(A)(4);

No supplemental
provisionsto H.R.5. See
FN 1.

When representing a witness or
entity beforethe Committeein
response to adocument request,
request for transcribed interview,
or subpoenafrom the committee,
or in connection with testimony
before the Committeeat a

hearing, counsel for the witness
must submit a notice of appearance
specifying: (a) counsel’s name, firm
or organization, and contact
information; and (b) each client
represented by the counselin
connection with the proceeding.
Submission of a notice of
appearance constitutes
acknowledgementthat counselis
authorized to accept service of
process by the Committee on behalf
of such client(s), and that counselis
bound by and agrees to comply
with all applicable House and
Committeerules and regulations.
Rule XII (D).



https://www.gpo.gov/fdsys/pkg/CREC-2017-02-01/pdf/CREC-2017-02-01-pt1-PgH872-2.pdf
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Committee
(with rules
hyperlinked)*

Authorizing
Provisions

Subpoena**

Procedure

Id. Subpoena Duces
Tecum: may be
issued whosereturn
to Committee Clerk
shalloccuratatime
and place other
thanthatofa
regularly scheduled
meeting. Rule 12(C).

Subpoena Notice

Subpoena Enforcement/
Other provisions

Hearing Quorum
Rules, Authority of
Staff to Question
Witnesses
at a Hearing

Compulsory
Deposition
Authority and
Staff's Ability to

Depose

Other Deposition Provisions

House By majority of “Compliance with anysubpoena Two members constitute
Administration committee or issued by the Committee may be a quorumfor taking
subcommittee, a enforced only asauthorized or testimony.Rule 7.
majority being directed by theHouse." Rule 6(b)(2).
present.Rule Witnesses athearings maybe
6(b)(1). This power accompanied by theirown counsel
may be delegated to for the purpose of advisingthem of
Chairman under their constitutional rights. Rule
rules prescribed by 9(f)(3); Chairman may punish
the committee. /d. breaches of orderanddecorum, and
of professionalethics on the part of
counsel, by censureand exclusion
fromthehearings;and the
committee may citethe offender to
the Housefor contempt. Rule 9(f)(4).
Judiciary Asubpoenamaybe | Ifsentbythe Two members constitute | Nosupplemental

authorized by the
Chairmanin
accordance with
clause2(m) of rule
XI, following

Chairman, atleast
two business days
beforeissuinga
subpoena, the
Chairman shall

a quorumfor taking
testimony. Rulelll(c).

provisionsto H.R.5. See
FN 1.



https://www.gpo.gov/fdsys/pkg/CREC-2017-01-31/pdf/CREC-2017-01-31-pt1-PgH814.pdf
https://www.gpo.gov/fdsys/pkg/CREC-2017-01-31/pdf/CREC-2017-01-31-pt1-PgH814.pdf
https://judiciary.house.gov/wp-content/uploads/2013/07/115th_Rules_of_Procedure.pdf
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Committee

(with rules
hyperlinked)*

Authorizing
Provisions

Subpoena**
Procedure

consultationwith
the Ranking
Minority Member.
A subpoenamay
alsobeauthorized
when approved by a
majority of
committeeor
subcommittee
voting, a majority
being present. Rule
V.

Subpoena Notice

consultwiththe
Ranking Minority
Member.

Subpoena Enforcement/
Other provisions

Hearing Quorum
Rules, Authority of
Staff to Question
Witnesses
at a Hearing

Compulsory
Deposition
Authority and
Staff's Ability to

Depose

Other Deposition Provisions

Natural Resources

By majority vote of
committeeor
subcommittee, or by
Chairman of
committeeduring
anyrecess period of
morethan 3 days.
Rule4(d). If by
committee, majority
constitutesa
quorum.Rule
3(e)(2).

Claims of common-law privileges
made by witnesses in hearings, or by
interviewees or deponentsin
investigations or inquiries, are
applicableonlyatdiscretion of the
Chairman, subject to appeal to
committee. Rule4(h).

Two members constitute
a quorumfor taking
testimony. Rule 3(e)(1).

No supplemental

provisionstoH.R.5. See

FN 1.

Oversightand
Government

Reform

The chairmanof the
full committee,
upon consultation
with theranking
minority member of
the full committee,

Houserules concerning counsel
duringhearings apply. (Witnesses
may be accompanied by counsel
duringhearings. Also, Chairmanmay
punish breaches of orderand
decorum, and of professional ethics

Two members constitute
a quorumfor taking
testimony. Rule 3(a);
Chairmay also appoint
task forces or panels,
subjectto rules applicable

Chairman of full
committee,in
consultationwith

Ranking Member, may

order thetaking of

depositions under oath

Consultation with Ranking Member
and noticeto other Members shall
take placewithin 3 days before the
depositionistaken. Rule15(d); May
be accompanied by counsel. Rule
15(e); Unless otherwise agreed,



https://www.gpo.gov/fdsys/pkg/CREC-2017-02-09/pdf/CREC-2017-02-09-pt1-PgH1090-10.pdf
https://www.gpo.gov/fdsys/pkg/CREC-2017-01-30/pdf/CREC-2017-01-30-pt1-PgH735.pdf
https://www.gpo.gov/fdsys/pkg/CREC-2017-01-30/pdf/CREC-2017-01-30-pt1-PgH735.pdf
https://www.gpo.gov/fdsys/pkg/CREC-2017-01-30/pdf/CREC-2017-01-30-pt1-PgH735.pdf
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Compulsory
Deposition
Authority and
Staff's Ability to

Hearing Quorum
Rules, Authority of
Staff to Question
Witnesses

Committee
(with rules
hyperlinked)*

Subpoena Enforcement/
Other provisions

Subpoena**

Authorizing
Provisions

Subpoena Notice Other Deposition Provisions

Procedure

may order the
taking of
depositions, under
oath and pursuant
to noticeor
subpoena. Rule
15(a).

Consultation with
the ranking minority
member shall
includethree
business days’
notice beforeany
depositionistaken.
All members shall
alsoreceivethree
business days’
noticethata
deposition has been
scheduled. Rule
15(d).

No consultation is
required forthe
issuanceofa
subpoenaother
thanforthose
orderingthetaking

onthe partof counsel, by censure
and exclusionfromthe hearings;and
the committee may cite the offender
to the Housefor contempt). House
RuleXI.

at a Hearing

to subcommittees
regarding meetings,
hearings,
recommendations, and
reports. Task forces or
panels mustbe
reappointed by Chairafter
6 months.Rule 14.
Chairman, with
concurrence of Ranking
Member, or the
committee by motion,
may permitcommittee
staff of the majority and
minority to question a
witness fora specified
time, butthe timeallotted
mustbeequal between
the partiesand notlonger
than 30 minutes for each
side.Rule9(c).

Depose

and pursuantto notice
or subpoena. [Rule
15(a)]; Whileatleast
one Member mustbe
present (unless waived
by deponentor unless
the House isnot in
session pursuant to
House Res.5) Rule
15(f);seealso FN 1,
deposition maybe
conducted by Member
or committeestaff
attorney. Rule15(g).
No more than twostaff
attorneys may ask
questions during any
one session. Rule 15(g).

guestioning will take placein 60
minuterounds. Rule15(h); Mayonly
refusetoanswerto "preservea
privilege." Rule 15(i); Committee
chairman rules on objection after
deposition adjourns,andif he
overrulesthe objection, notice will
be provideto the committee clerk
and deponentatleast 3 days before
reconvened deposition. Appeal in
writing by a Memberis reserved for
the committee. Refusal to answer
may subjecta deponentto sanction,
unlessthe Chairmanis overturned
onappeal. Rule15(i); Staff will
ensuretestimony is transcribed,
recorded, or both. Rule 15());
Chairman and Ranking Member shall
consultregardingrelease of
depositions, subject to committee
resolution upon written objection by
Chairman or Ranking Member. Rule
15(1); Witnessis notrequiredto
answer unless provided with copy of
committeerules. Rule 15(m).

Counsel must submita notice of
appearance specifying counsel’s
name, firm or organization, bar
membership, and contact
information including email, and
each client or entity represented by

10
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Committee

(with rules
hyperlinked)*

Authorizing
Provisions

Subpoena**
Procedure

of a deposition.
Rule12(g).

Subpoena Enforcement/
Other provisions

Subpoena Notice

Hearing Quorum
Rules, Authority of
Staff to Question
Witnesses
at a Hearing

Compulsory
Deposition
Authority and
Staff's Ability to

Depose

Other Deposition Provisions

the counselin connection withthe
proceeding. Rule 16(b).

Rules

By committee or
subcommittee, only
when authorized by
a majorityofthe
members voting, a
majority being
present.Rule
3(e)(1). Seealso
Rules 3(b)(3) and
5(e)(2); Chairman
mayissuea
subpoenawhen the
Househas
adjournedfor at
least3 days.Rule
3(e)(2).

Five members constitute a
quorumregarding
requests forrules. Rule
3(b)(1). Three members
constitutequorum
regarding matters of
original jurisdictionand
taking testimony. Rule
3(b)(2). Subcommittees:
Two members constitute
a quorumfor taking
testimony. Rule5(e)(1).

Science, Space, and
Technology

Any investigation
undertakeninthe
name of the
Committeeshall be
approved by the
Chair. Rule7(c).

The power to
authorizeandissue
subpoenasis
delegated to the
Chairas provided
for under clause
2(m)(3)(A)(i) of
HouseRuleXI. Rule
9.

Two members constitute
a quorumfor taking
testimony. Rule2(d). The
Chairmay designate staff
fromeach party to
questiona witnessfora
period of time equally
dividedbetween the
majority party andthe
minority party, notto
exceed onehourinthe
aggregate. Rule 3(c)(2)(ii).

The chair may
authorizethe staff of
the Committeeto
conductdepositions

pursuantto section 3(b)

of House Resolution5,
115th Congress. Rule
10.

Claims of common-law privileges
made by witnesses in hearings or by
interviewees or deponentsin
investigations or inquiries, are
applicableonlyatthediscretion of
the Chair, subjectto appeal to the
Committee. Rule3(d).

11



https://www.gpo.gov/fdsys/pkg/CREC-2017-01-24/pdf/CREC-2017-01-24-pt1-PgH677-2.pdf
https://www.gpo.gov/fdsys/pkg/CPRT-115HPRT24535/pdf/CPRT-115HPRT24535.pdf
https://www.gpo.gov/fdsys/pkg/CPRT-115HPRT24535/pdf/CPRT-115HPRT24535.pdf
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Committee

(with rules
hyperlinked)*

Small Business

Authorizing
Provisions

Subpoena**
Procedure

A subpoenamaybe
authorized and
issued by the
Committee by
majority of the full
committee.
Requirementfora
majority vote may
be waived by the
Ranking Member.
Rule11. Chairmay
issuea subpoena,in
consultationwith
the Ranking
Member, if the
Houseis outof
session for more
thanthree
legislative days.
Rule11(B).

Subpoena Notice

Subpoena Enforcement/
Other provisions

Hearing Quorum
Rules, Authority of
Staff to Question
Witnesses
at a Hearing

One member fromeach
party shall constitutea
quorum for taking
testimony. Maybe waived
atfield hearings by
Chairman.Rule9. For
hearings heldother than
inthe Committee’s
hearingroomin
Washington, D.C.,a
quorumshall be deemed
to be presentifthe Chair
is present. Rule9.

Compulsory
Deposition
Authority and
Staff's Ability to
Depose
No supplemental

provisionsto H.R.5. See
FN 1.

Other Deposition Provisions

Transportation and

Infrastructure

By committee or
subcommittee, only
when authorized by
majority of
members voting, a
majority being
present.Rule
4(d)(1). If specific
requestfor
subpoenanot been

As soonas
practicable after
issuance, Chairman
will notify other
committee
members. Rule
4(d)(12).

"...onlyasauthorized or directed by
the House." Rule4(d)(2).

Two members constitute
a quorumfor taking
testimony. Rule 5(d).
Extended Questioning:
Chairman of committee or
subcommittee, with
concurrence of Ranking
Member, may permit
committee staff for
majority and minorityto

No supplemental
provisionsto H.R.5. See
FN 1.
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GIBSON DUNN TABLE OF AUTHORITIES OF HOUSE AND SENATE COMMITTEES 115th Congress

Committee
(with rules

hyperlinked)*

Authorizing
Provisions

Subpoena**

Procedure

previouslyrejected
by either committee
or subcommittee,
then Chairmanof
committee, after
consultationwith
Ranking Member,
may authorizeand
issue.Rule4(d)(1).
Seealso Rule

Subpoena Notice

Subpoena Enforcement/
Other provisions

Hearing Quorum
Rules, Authority of
Staff to Question
Witnesses
at a Hearing

guestiona witness for
equal specified periods.
May notexceed one hour
intheaggregate.Rule
6(f)(2). Committee
Panels: Chairman, with
the concurrence of the
Ranking Member, may
designatea panel of
committee members to

Compulsory
Deposition
Authority and
Staff's Ability to

Depose

committee, as
providedforin
HouseRuleXI, cl.
2(m)(3)(A)(i). Rule
15.

a quorumfor taking
testimony.Rule 2.

4(a)(2). taketestimonyona
matter thatfalls within
the jurisdiction of multiple
subcommittees, [Rule
18(a)], notto last more
than 6 months [Rule
18(b)], and subject to the
all thecommitteerules
[Rule 18(f)].
Veterans By majority of Chairman, after consultationwith the | Two members constitute | No supplemental
committeeor Ranking Member, may authorize a quorumfor taking provisionsto H.R.5. See
subcommittee, a committee staff to question testimony. Rule 4(a). FN 1.
majority being witnesses. Rule 3(f)(2).
present.Rule 3(g).
Ways and Means Chairman of full Two members constitute

No supplemental
provisionsto H.R.5. See
FN 1.
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Committee
(with rules
hyperlinked)*

Permanent Select
Committee on

Intelligence

Authorizing
Provisions

Subpoena**

Procedure

May beauthorized
by Chairman,in
consultationwith
Ranking Member, or
by majority of
committee. Rule
10(a).If by
committee, a
majority constitutes
a quorum. Rule5(b).

Subpoena Notice

Subpoenas must
havea copy of the
committeerules
attached.Rule10(e).

Subpoena Enforcement/
Other provisions

Witnesses ata hearing maybe
accompanied by counsel [Rule
8(e)(1)], provided that counsel
accompanying witnesses during
closedhearings dueto discussion of
classified material possess the
requisite security clearance. [Rule
8(e)(2)]. Failureto obtain counsel
will notexcuse the witness from
testifying. [Rule 8(e)(3)]. Counsel
must conduct themselves ethically
and professionally atall times, [Rule
8(e)(4)], or faceremovalof counsel
fromthe proceeding [Rule 8(e)(5)].
Majority of committee may overrule
decision of Chairman to remove
counsel.[Rule8(e)(6)]. Counsel for a
witness (i) Shall not be allowedto
examine witnesses before the
committee; but(ii) Maysubmit
qguestionsin writing to committee
thatcounsel wishes propounded to a
witness; or (iii) May suggest, in
writing to committee, the
presentationof other evidence or
calling of other witnesses. [Rule
8(e)(7)(A)]. Any objectionisruled on
by the Chairman butmaybe
overturned by majority vote of the
committee [Rule 8(g)]. Citationsfor
contemptwill be forwarded to the

Hearing Quorum
Rules, Authority of
Staff to Question
Witnesses
at a Hearing

Two members constitute
a quorumfor taking
testimony, atleast one of
whomis a member of the
Majority. Rule5(a);
Chairman, inconsultation
with the Ranking
Member, may determine
that committee staff may
be authorizedto question
witnesses ata hearing.
Rule 8(d)(2)(A); When
designated by Chairman in
consultationwith Ranking
Member, committee staff
may conductan
investigation. Rule 9(b).
The ChairandRanking
member may designate
staffto question
witnesses ata hearing.
Rule 8(d)(2).

Compulsory
Deposition
Authority and
Staff's Ability to

Depose

No supplemental

provisionsto H.R.5. See

FN 1.

Other Deposition Provisions
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GIBSON DUNN TABLE OF AUTHORITIES OF HOUSE AND SENATE COMMITTEES 115th Congress

Hearing Quorum Compulsory
Rules, Authority of Deposition
Staff to Question Authority and Other Deposition Provisions
Witnesses Staff's Ability to
at a Hearing Depose

Femmitice Subpoena** Subpoena Enforcement/

Procedure Sbposialiatce Other provisions

(with rules Authorizing
hyperlinked)* Provisions

Houseonly if the committee has met
and considered the contempt
allegations (with reasonable notice
given to committee members in
advance), the subject of the
allegations was affordedan
opportunity to statein writingorin
person why he or sheshould notbe
held in contemptand the Committee
agrees to recommend contemptby a
majority vote. Rule 8(j).
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GIBSON DUNN TABLE OF AUTHORITIES OF HOUSE AND SENATE COMMITTEES 115th Congress

Committee

(with rules
hyperlinked)*

Authorizing
Provisions

Subpoena**
Procedure

Subpoena Notice

Subpoena Enforcement/Other
provisions

Hearing Quorum
Rules, Authority of
Staff to Question
Witnesses
at a Hearing

Senate Committees

Compulsory
Deposition
Authority and

Staff's Ability to

Depose

Other Deposition Provisions

Agriculture,
Nutrition, and

Forestry

A majority of the
committee must
authorizean
investigationin
which depositions
aretakenor

subpoenasissued.

Rule8.1.

Chairman mayissue
with consentof
Ranking Member;
Chairman mayalso
issueif Ranking
Member fails to
objectwithin 72
hours of notice,
excluding Saturdays
and Sundays. If
Ranking Member
objects, thefull
committee may
issue.Rue8.2.

One member constitutes
a quorum for taking
testimony.Rule5.1.
Notice of a deposition
may besentby the
Chairman or a person
authorized by himor her.
Rule8.3.

Staff may take
depositions***, Rule
8.3.

Depositionisin private. Rule 8.3.
The Chairman rules on objections.
Rule 8.4. Thecommitteeshall not
institute criminal andcivil
enforcementfor failure to appear
unless the deposition was
accompanied by a subpoena. Rule
8.3.

Appropriations

One member constitutes
a quorumfor taking
unsworntestimony, three
members for sworn
testimony. Rulell(3).

Armed Services

The Chairman orhis
designate mayissue
after authorization
by a majorityofthe
committeeand
consultationwith
the Ranking
Member.Rule?9.

Witnesses mayhave counsel who
shall be permitted atall times during
such hearings to advise the witness
of his legal rights. Rule 10(g).

Three members
constitutea quorum, one
of whom mustbe of the
minority party, forsworn
testimony unless
otherwiseordered by a
majority of the
committee. Rule 6(c).
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https://www.gpo.gov/fdsys/pkg/CREC-2017-02-01/pdf/CREC-2017-02-01-pt1-PgS574-3.pdf
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Committee

(with rules
hyperlinked)*

Banking, Housing,
and Urban Affairs

Authorizing
Provisions

Committee
investigations must
be authorized by
the full Senate, the
full committee, or
the Chairmanand
Ranking Member
beforetheyare
initiated. Rule 2(a).
Subcommittee
investigations must
be authorized by
the full Senate or
the full committee
beforetheyare
initiated. Rule 3(c).

Subpoena**
Procedure

The Chairman may
issueupon approval
of the Ranking
Member, or by a
majority vote of the
committee. Same
rulefor
subcommittees.
Rule4(d).

Subpoena Notice

Subpoena Enforcement/Other
provisions

Witnesses appearing pursuantto a
subpoenamayhave counsel. Rule
4(e).

Hearing Quorum
Rules, Authority of
Staff to Question
Witnesses
at a Hearing

One member constitutes
a quorumfor taking
testimony. Rule 6. Staff
areauthorized to
interrogate witnesses if
authorized by the
Chairman or Ranking
Member. Rule 2(d).

Compulsory
Deposition
Authority and
Staff's Ability to
Depose

Other Deposition Provisions

Counsel may be presentattestimony
given pursuantto a subpoenain
executive session. Rule4(e).

Budget

One member constitutes
a quorumfor taking
sworn or unsworn
testimony. Rulell1(3).

Commerce, Science,

and Transportation

The Chairman may
issuea subpoena
with consentof the
Ranking Member or
iftheRanking
Member does not
objectwithin 72
hours of notice,
excluding Saturdays
and Sundays. Ifthe

Counsel may accompany the
witnesses unless the Chairman
determines a conflict of interest
exists, in which casehecanrequire
personal counsel forthe witness
(government employees, corporate
officers).RuleV(2).

One member constitutes
a quorumfor taking
sworn or unsworn
testimony. Rulell(2).

Staff may take
depositions*** atthe
direction of the
Chairmanand with72
hour noticeto the
Ranking Member.Rule
V(1).

The Ranking Member or staff
designated by the Ranking Member
may attend and participateinthe
taking of anydepositions. Rule V(1).
Counsel for the witness may attend
the deposition. Rule V(2).
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https://www.gpo.gov/fdsys/pkg/CREC-2017-01-24/pdf/CREC-2017-01-24-pt1-PgS433.pdf
https://www.gpo.gov/fdsys/pkg/CREC-2017-01-24/pdf/CREC-2017-01-24-pt1-PgS433.pdf
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GIBSON DUNN TABLE OF AUTHORITIES OF HOUSE AND SENATE COMMITTEES 115th Congress

Hearing Quorum
Rules, Authority of
Staff to Question
Witnesses

Compulsory
Deposition
Authority and
Staff's Ability to

Committee Subpoena Enforcement/Other

provisions

Subpoena**
Procedure

Authorizing

. Other Deposition Provisions
Provisions

(with rules
hyperlinked)*

Subpoena Notice

Ranking Member
objects, thewhole
committee may
authorizethe
subpoenabya
majority vote, the
majority of the
members being
presentincluding
one member of the
minority party. Rule
V(1).

at a Hearing

Depose

Energy and Natural
Resources

Committeeand
subcommittee
investigations must
be authorized by
the Chairmanand
the Ranking
Member or the full
committee before
theyare
undertaken.Rule
10(a).TheChairman
or the Ranking
Member may direct
a preliminary
inquiry “to
determine whether
thereis substantial
credible evidence”
to warrantan

The Chairman may
issuea subpoena (1)
with theagreement
of the Ranking
Member;(2) when
authorized by the
full committee; or
(3) within thescope
of aninvestigation
which hasbeen
authorized by the
committee.Rule12.

Witnesses mayhave counsel.Rule
10(b).

One member constitutes
a quorum for taking
testimony.Rule6(c). The
committeerulesallow
unsworninterviewsand a
"public or closed hearing"
duringaninvestigation.
Rule 10(b). Athearings,
oneminorityandone
majority staff member
may ask questions. Rule
4(d).
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GIBSON DUNN TABLE OF AUTHORITIES OF HOUSE AND SENATE COMMITTEES 115th Congress

Committee

(with rules
hyperlinked)*

Authorizing
Provisions

investigation.Rule
10(c).

Subpoena**
Procedure

Subpoena Notice

Subpoena Enforcement/Other
provisions

Hearing Quorum
Rules, Authority of
Staff to Question
Witnesses
at a Hearing

Compulsory
Deposition
Authority and
Staff's Ability to
Depose

Other Deposition Provisions

Environmentand
Public Works

The committee may
approvethe
issuanceofa
subpoena, witha
guorum
requirement of
seven members, of
which atleasttwo
arefromthe
minority. Rule 2(a).

One member constitutes
a quorumfor a hearing.
Rule2(e).

Finance

The Chairman may
issuea subpoena
upon approval of
either theRanking
Member or a
majority vote of the

committee. Rule 10.

One member constitutes
a quorumfor a hearing.
Rule4(b).

Foreign Relations

Upon a majority
vote of the
committeethe
Chairmanorany
member may issue a

subpoena.Rule7(a).

Upon any member's
request, the
committee may issue
asubpoenaonlyata
committee meeting.
Rule7(a).

Upon return of a subpoenathatis
incompleteor returned withan
objection, the Chairman orhis
designate may convenea hearing
with four hours’ noticeandone
member constituting a quorum, to
elucidate further information about
the subpoenareturn and rule on the
objection. Rule7(b).

One member constitutes
a quorum for taking
testimony. Rule4(a).

Staff may beauthorized
by the committee to
take depositions***,
Rule7(c).
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https://www.gpo.gov/fdsys/pkg/CREC-2017-02-13/pdf/CREC-2017-02-13-pt1-PgS1125.pdf
https://www.gpo.gov/fdsys/pkg/CREC-2017-02-13/pdf/CREC-2017-02-13-pt1-PgS1125.pdf
https://www.gpo.gov/fdsys/pkg/CPRT-115SPRT23463/pdf/CPRT-115SPRT23463.pdf
https://www.gpo.gov/fdsys/pkg/CREC-2017-02-01/pdf/CREC-2017-02-01-pt1-PgS580.pdf

GIBSON DUNN TABLE OF AUTHORITIES OF HOUSE AND SENATE COMMITTEES 115th Congress

Committee

(with rules
hyperlinked)*

Health, Education,

Labor, and
Pensions

Authorizing
Provisions

Subpoenas may be
issued and hearings
held to take sworn
testimony “only if
such investigative
activity has been
authorized by
majority vote of the
committee.” Rule
17(a).

Subpoena**
Procedure

The committee or
its subcommittees
may authorize
subpoenas.Rule
17(a). The
committee may
delegatethis power
to thecommittee
Chairman, a
subcommittee
Chairman,ortoa
Chairman’s
designee.Rule
17(c).The
committeeor
subcommittee
Ranking Member, or
any other
requesting member,
mustbenotified
beforea subpoena’s
issuance, unless the
committeeor
subcommittee
Chairman
determines, “in
consultationwith”
the Ranking
Member, “thatsuch
notice would unduly
impede the

Subpoena Notice

Subpoena Enforcement/Other
provisions

Testifying witnesses havetherightto
counsel.Rule17(d).

Hearing Quorum
Rules, Authority of
Staff to Question
Witnesses
at a Hearing

Three members
constitutea quorumto
take sworn testimony,

unless the Chairman and
Ranking member agree

that one member suffices.

Rule17(b).

Compulsory
Deposition
Authority and
Staff's Ability to
Depose

Other Deposition Provisions
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Committee

(with rules
hyperlinked)*

Authorizing
Provisions

Subpoena**
Procedure

investigation.” Rule
17(c).

Subpoena Notice

Subpoena Enforcement/Other
provisions

Hearing Quorum
Rules, Authority of
Staff to Question
Witnesses
at a Hearing

Compulsory
Deposition
Authority and
Staff's Ability to
Depose

Other Deposition Provisions

Homeland Security
and Governmental

Affairs

The Chairman may
issuea subpoenaif
the Ranking
Member does not
objectthrougha
signed letter within
72 hours of notice,
excluding Saturdays,
Sundays, and “legal
holidaysinwhich
the Senateis notin
session.” Ifthe
Ranking Member
objects, thewhole
committee may
authorizethe
subpoena. Rule 5(c).
SeealsoS.Res.73
(2015) section
12(e)(3)(A).

A subcommittee
mustgivenoticeto
the full committee
Chairmanand
Ranking Member at
least48 hours prior,
excluding Saturdays
and Sundays, to
issuingasubpoena,
unlessthe Chairman
and Ranking member
waivethe
requirement, or the
subcommittee
Chairman certifies
thatimmediate
issuanceis
necessary.Rule7(e).

Counsel may accompany the
witnesses unless the Chairman
determines a conflict of interest
exists,in which case hecanrequire
personal counsel forthewitness
(government employees, corporate
officers). Rule 5(d).

One member constitutes
a quorumfor taking
testimony. Rule2(c). The
Chairman mayauthorizea
deposition, unless the
Ranking Member objects
through a signed |l etter
within 72 hours of
receiving notice,
excluding Saturdays,
Sundays, and “legal
holidaysinwhichthe
Senateis notin session.”
If the Ranking Member
timely objects, the
committee may authorize
the deposition. Rule
5(k)(1).

The committee has
deposition authority
under S.Res. 73 (2015)
section 12(e)(3)(E).
Staff may conductthe

deposition. Rule5(k)(1).

The deponenthastherightto
counsel. Rules5(d) and 5(k)(2). The
deposition notice mustinclude the
timeand place of examination,and
the nameof the person
administering the deposition. Rule
5(k)(1). No civil or criminal actions
for failureto appearwill be brought
unlessthe deposition notice was
accompanied by a subpoena. Rule
5(k)(1). Thedeposition shall bein
private.Rule5(k)(1). If a witness
objects to a questionor refuses to
testify, itshall be noted for the
record andthe member or staff may
proceed with theremainder of the
deposition. Rule5(k)(3).
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https://www.gpo.gov/fdsys/pkg/CREC-2017-02-01/pdf/CREC-2017-02-01-pt1-PgS584.pdf
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Committee

(with rules
hyperlinked)*

Rules and
Administration
(114th Cong.)

Authorizing
Provisions

Subpoena**
Procedure

Subpoena Notice

Subpoena Enforcement/Other

provisions

Hearing Quorum
Rules, Authority of
Staff to Question
Witnesses
at a Hearing

Two members constitute
a quorumfor taking
testimony underoathand
one member constitutes a
quorumfor taking
testimony notunderoath,
butin either instance
onceaquorumis
established, one member
can continueto take
testimony. Rule 10.

Compulsory
Deposition
Authority and
Staff's Ability to
Depose

Other Deposition Provisions

Permanent
Subcommittee on
Investigations
(Homeland Security
and Governmental
Affairs
Subcommittee)

The Chairmanand
Ranking Member or
a majorityofthe
subcommittee must
approveinadvance
a “public hearing
connected withan
investigation.” Rule
1.Ifall minority
members object, a
public hearing may
notbe held, unless
the full committee
approvesof the
hearing Rulel.
“Preliminary
inquiries maybe
undertaken” by
majority or minority
staff with approval

The Chairman orhis
or her designate
mayissuea
subpoena, with
noticeto the
Ranking Member.
Rule2. SeealsoS.
Res.62 (2017)
section 12(e)(3)(A).

A written notice
mustbe providedto
the full committee
Chairman and
Ranking Member;
the subpoenamay
notbe delivered
until 48 hours,
excluding Saturdays
and Sundays, after
the notice, unless
waived by the
Chairmanand
Ranking Member or
the PSI Chairman
certifiesin writing
thatimmediate
issuanceis
necessary.Rule2.

Counsel may accompany the
witnesses unless the Chairman
determines a conflict of interest
exists, in which casehecanrequire
personal counsel forthewitness
(government employees, corporate
officers).Rule8.

Onemember constitutes
a quorumfor taking
testimony. Rule5. The
Chairman of the
subcommittee may
authorize depositions,
keepingthefull
committee Chairmanand
Ranking Member fully
apprised.Rule9.1.
Authorized subcommittee
staff may ask questions at
hearings.Rule13.

The subcommittee has
deposition authority
under S.Res.62 (2017)
section 12(e)(3)(E).
Staff may conductthe
deposition.Rule9.1.

The deposition shall take placein
private.Rule9.1. Noticesofa
deposition shallinclude thetimeand
placeof the examination, as well as
the person administering the
deposition.Rule9.1. Witnesses may
be accompanied by counsel but
failureto secure counsel does not
excusethewitnesses from
compliance.Rule9.2. Nocivilor
criminal proceedings will be initiated
for failureto appearunless the
deposition notice was accompanied
by a subpoena.Rule9.1. Objections
as totheformofa questionwill be
noted intherecord, while objections
based on privilege or relevance will
be referred to the subcommittee
Chairman or a designated member,
atwhich time the matter may be
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https://www.gpo.gov/fdsys/pkg/CREC-2015-01-29/pdf/CREC-2015-01-29-pt1-PgS649.pdf
https://www.gpo.gov/fdsys/pkg/CREC-2015-01-29/pdf/CREC-2015-01-29-pt1-PgS649.pdf
https://www.gpo.gov/fdsys/pkg/CREC-2017-02-28/pdf/CREC-2017-02-28-pt1-PgS1492.pdf
https://www.gpo.gov/fdsys/pkg/CREC-2017-02-28/pdf/CREC-2017-02-28-pt1-PgS1492.pdf
https://www.gpo.gov/fdsys/pkg/CREC-2017-02-28/pdf/CREC-2017-02-28-pt1-PgS1492.pdf

GIBSON DUNN TABLE OF AUTHORITIES OF HOUSE AND SENATE COMMITTEES 115th Congress

Hearing Quorum
Rules, Authority of Deposition
Staff to Question Authority and
Witnesses Staff's Ability to

Compulsory
Committee
(with rules

hyperlinked)*

Authorizing

Subpoena**
Provisions Procedure

Subpoena Enforcement/Other

Subpoena Notice ..
provisions

Other Deposition Provisions

of the Chairman or
Ranking Member,
respectively,and
noticeto one of
threelisted
individuals of the
other party.Rulel.
The Chairman and
Ranking Member
may approvean
investigation,
providing noticeto
all members. Rule 1.

at a Hearing

Depose

referred to the subcommittee or the
witness may be directed to answer.
Rule9.3. Nocivil or criminal
proceedings shall beinitiated against
a witness for failingto answer a
questionunlessthe witness has been
ordered and directed to answer by a
member of the subcommittee. Rule
9.3.

Judiciary

Chairman of the
committee, with
the agreement of
Ranking Member or
by vote of the
committee, may
subpoena
attendance of a
witnessat a
hearing, committee
deposition, or
compel production
of documents. Rule
IX

One member constitutes
a quorum for taking
testimony. Rulelll.

The committee is
authorized to require
by subpoenathe
attendance of
witnesses at
depositions of the
committee, which may
be conducted by
designated staff. S.
Res.62(2017), Sec.
13(e).

Any subpoenafora
deposition taken by
staff shall be
accompanied by notice
identifying the staff
designated to take the

Any deposition shall have at least
one member present for the
duration of the deposition, unless
waived by agreement of the Chair
and Ranking Member. Allmembers
shall be notified of the time, date,
and location of any deposition. Rule
X(2).

Any membermay attend and
participate in adeposition. Rule
X(3).

Depositions are private, unless
otherwisespecified. Rule X(5).
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Hearing Quorum
Rules, Authority of
Staff to Question

Compulsory
Deposition
Authority and

Committee
(with rules

Authorizing Subpoena**
Provisions Procedure

Subpoena Enforcement/Other

Subpoena Notice ..
provisions

Other Deposition Provisions

hyperlinked)*

Witnesses
at a Hearing

Staff's Ability to
Depose
deposition. Majority
and Minority staff will
have opportunity to

participate on equal
terms. Rule X(1).

Small Business and
Entrepreneurship

The Chairman may
issuea subpoenaif
the Ranking
Member does not
objectwithin 72
hours of notice,
excluding Saturdays,
Sundays,and
holidays. Ifthe
Ranking Member
timely objects, the
whole committee
may authorizethe
subpoena;a
majority may also
authorizethe
issuanceofa
subpoena-this
authorizationmay
be given
“informally” without
a meeting but must
be givenin writing.
Rule"Hearings" (d).

A quorumtoissuea subpoenaisone
third of the members, including at
least one minority member. Rule
"Quorums"(a)(2). The Chairmanwill
ruleon assertions of privilege or
objections to the subpoena. Rule
"Hearings"(e). Witnesses mayhave
counsel. Rule "Hearings"(c).

One member constitutes
a quorumfor taking
testimony. Rule
"Quorums" (a)(3).
Interrogations of
witnesses may be
conducted by staff, during
hearings, if authorized by
the Chairman or Ranking
Member. Rule "Hearings"

(b)(2).

The Chairman may
authorize committee
staff to take
depositions, providing
atleast72 hours’ notice
to the Ranking Member.
Rule “Depositions.”

Deposition notices shallinclude the
“timeand place for examination,” as
well as the personadministering the
deposition. Members or staff
designated by the Chairman or
Ranking Member may attend and
participate. Rule “Depositions.”
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Committee
(with rules

hyperlinked)*

Veterans'Affairs

Authorizing
Provisions

Subpoena**
Procedure

The Chairman may
issuea subpoenaif
the Ranking
Member does not
objectwithin 48
hours of notice,
excluding Saturdays,
Sundays,and
federal holidays. If
the Ranking
Member timely
objects, thewhole
committee may
authorizethe
subpoena.Rule
IV(E).

Subpoena Notice

Subpoena Enforcement/Other
provisions

If a quorum cannot be obtained due
to thelack of a minority member, the
requirementthata minority member
be presentiswaived after one day.
Rulell(B).

Hearing Quorum
Rules, Authority of
Staff to Question
Witnesses
at a Hearing
Onemember constitutes

a quorumfor taking
testimony. RuleI1(C).

Compulsory
Deposition
Authority and
Staff's Ability to
Depose

Other Deposition Provisions

Indian Affairs

The Chairmanand
the Vice Chairman
jointly mayissuea
subpoena, or the
full committee by a
majority vote. Rule
12.

One member constitutes
a quorumfor taking
testimony. Rule 6(b).

The committeeis
authorized to take
depositions***.S. Res.
4(1977) section
105(c)(1).

Select Committee
on Ethics

After a preliminary
inquiryreportis
issued, the
committee votes
“whether thereis
substantial credible
evidence which

A majority vote of
the committeeis
requiredtoissuea
subpoena; however,
for a preliminary
inquiry, adjudicatory
review, or other

A subpoena must
attach the
committee’s rules
anda brief
statement of the
purposeofthe
Committee’s

Witnesses atadjudicatoryhearings
may have counsel. Rule 5(j)(4).

The committee may set
quorum levels for taking
testimony.S.Res. 338
(1964) section(c)(3).
Exceptfor adjudicatory
hearings anddepositions
taken outside the

The committeeis
authorized to take
depositions.S.Res.338
(1964) section(3)(a)(6).
Staff, or any other
designee, may be
authorized by the

Depositions arein private. Rule
6(b)(2). Thenoticemustbe
accompanied by a subpoena before
civilorcriminal proceedings canbe
initiated for failureto appear.Rule
6(b)(2). Thedeponentmay be
accompanied by counsel. Rule
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Committee
(with rules
hyperlinked)*

Authorizing

Provisions

provides substantial
cause” to conclude
thata violation
withinthe
committee’s
jurisdiction
occurred. Rule 3(g).
Letters of
admonition and the
initiation ofan
“adjudicatory
review of conduct of
a Member, officer,
or employee of the
Senate” both
requirethe
affirmative vote of
atleastfour
members. Rule
3(g)(2)-(3).

Subpoena**
Procedure

proceeding the
Chairmanand Vice
Chairman acting
jointly mayissuea
subpoena.Rule
6(a)(1).

Subpoena Notice

proceeding.Rule
6(a)(2).

Subpoena Enforcement/Other

provisions

Hearing Quorum
Rules, Authority of
Staff to Question
Witnesses
at a Hearing

presence of a Member,
one member constitutes a
quorumfor taking
testimony, if all members
havenoticeand the
Chairman has designated
a Majority member and
the Vice Chairmanhas
designated a Minority
member to bein
attendance, and either
attends.Rule 1(d)(3).
Notice of a deposition
may be authorized by the
committee or the
Chairman and Vice
Chairman acting jointly.
Rule6(b)(2).

Compulsory
Deposition
Authority and
Staff's Ability to
Depose
committee to

administera deposition.

Rule6(b)(1).

Other Deposition Provisions

6(b)(3). Any member present may
ruleon objections, orthe Chairman
or Vice Chairman may rule by
telephone or otherwise, and may
refer the matter to the full
committee. Rule 6(b)(4). Criminal
and civilenforcement for failure to
respond shall not beinitiated unless
the deponentwas directed to answer
a questionby a member of the
committee or the full committee.
Rule6(b)(4).

Select Committee
on Intelligence

Investigations may
be initiated only
after fiveor more
members “have
specifically
requested the
Chairman or the
ViceChairmanto
authorizesuchan
investigation.” Rule
6.

Subpoenas mustbe
authorized by the
committee, and may
be issued by the
Chairman, theVice
Chairman, or the
Chairman's
designate.Rule7.

A subpoena must
attachthe
committee's rules
andS.Res. 400 from
the 94th Congress.
Rule7.

No action for contempt of Congress
may betaken unless the committee
met and consideredthe
recommendation, afforded the
person the opportunity to oppose
the recommendation in writingorin
person,anda majority vote of the
committee approved the
recommendation. Rule 8.9.

Onemember constitutes
a quorumfor taking
testimony.Rule2.4. Staff
may interrogate witnesses
ifauthorized by the
Chairman, Vice Chairman,
or presiding member.
Rule8.3.

The committeeis
authorized to take
depositions***. S, Res.

400 (1976) section5(a).

Witnesses mayhave counsel, andifa
witness notifies the committee at
least24 hoursin advance of his or
her failureto obtain counsel, the
committee shall endeavor to obtain
counsel for the witness. Butfailure
to provide counsel does not excuse
testifying. Rule 8.4. The Chairman or
presiding member rules on
objectionsin hearings. Rule 8.6.
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Committee

(with rules
hyperlinked)*

Special Committee
onAging

Authorizing
Provisions

Committee staff
may initiate
investigations with
the approvalofthe
Chairman and the
Ranking Member.
RuleVI(1).

Subpoena**
Procedure

Subpoenas mustbe
authorized by the
Chairmanand
Ranking Member
actingtogether, and
may beissued by
the Chairman or his
or her designate.
RuleVI(2).

Subpoena Notice

The Ranking Member
and any other
requesting member
mustbe notified
beforethe
subpoena’sissuance
regardingthe
person'sidentity
who had received
the subpoena, the
informationsought,
and the
information's
relationship to the
investigation. Rule
VI(2).

Subpoena Enforcement/Other
provisions

Hearing Quorum
Rules, Authority of
Staff to Question
Witnesses
at a Hearing
Onemember constitutes

a quorumfor taking
testimony. Rule V(3).

Compulsory
Deposition
Authority and
Staff's Ability to
Depose

The Committeeis
authorized to take
depositions.S.Res. 4
(1977) section 104(c)(1).
Staff may conduct
depositions. Rule VII(3).

Other Deposition Provisions

The Chairman or a designated staff
officer mayissue notices to
witnesses regarding depositions.
Notices shallinclude the “timeand
placefor examination,” as well as the
person administering the deposition.
Depositions arein private. Rule
VII(1). Thenotice mustbe
accompanied by a subpoena before
civilorcriminal proceedings canbe
initiated for failureto appear.Rule
VII(1). Thedeponentmay be
accompanied by counsel butifthe
Chairman determines a conflict of
interestexistsin the case of
governmental or corporate
employees, then independent
counsel maybeappointed by the
Chairman.Rulell(6). Questions shall
be oralandby committee staff. Rule
VII(3). Ifthedeponentrefuses to
answer based on privilege or
relevance, the staff member may
seek a ruling from a member of the
committeeto overrulethe objection,
and the member may refer the
matter to the whole committee or
directthe deponentto respond. Rule
VII1(3). Criminalandcivil
enforcement for failureto respond
will only beinitiated against the
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Hearing Quorum Compulsory
Rules, Authority of Deposition
Staff to Question Authority and Other Deposition Provisions
Witnesses Staff's Ability to
at a Hearing Depose

el Subpoena Enforcement/Other

provisions

Authorizing Subpoena**

.. Subpoena Notice
Provisions Procedure P

(with rules
hyperlinked)*

deponentif hewas directed to
answer a question by a member of
the committee. Rule VII(3).

* Substantive changes from the 114th Congress are indicated in bold text.

*x House committees and subcommittees are authorized to issue subpoenas under House rule XI. Senate standing committees and subcommittees are authorized to issue
subpoenas under Senate rule XXVI(1). The rules authorize subpoenas for obtaining documents and what appears to be taking testimony. It does not appear that these House
and Senate authorities are self-executing; hence, most — though not all -- committees adopt rules that apply specifically to the issuance of subpoenas and the execution ofother
authorities.

***  Whether committees have authority to compel a witness to take a deposition, absent authorization from the Senate or House, is unclear.
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